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lePage captures 
Lewiston, edges 
out Cutler for 
Blaine House 
RACHEL HASTINGS 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
Last week’s elections marked a ma¬ 
jor turnover of power in Washington 
as Republicans captured control of the 
House and picked up six senate seats. 
In Maine, Republicans won the gover¬ 
nor’s seat and took control of the state 
House and Senate, though Democratic 
incumbents retained both of Maine’s 
seats in the national House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. 
In the most talked-about race in Maine, 
Republican Paul LePage, Democrat Lib¬ 
by Mitchell and Independent Eliot Cut¬ 
ler vied for the governor’s office, which 
will be vacated this January when John 
Baldacci’s term expires. Cutler made a 
strong showing, capturing 36.49 per¬ 
cent of the vote, close behind LePage 
who won 38.33 percent. 
Despite an appeal for votes last 
Sunday by former President Bill Clinton 
in Lewiston, Mitchell came in with only 
19-12 percent. In Lewiston, LePage re¬ 
ceived even stronger support than he 
did statewide, with 41.1 percent of the 
city’s vote, compared to Cutler’s 32.7 
percent and Mitchell’s 21.63 percent. 
The remainder of the 11,255 votes cast 
in Lewiston went to Independents Kev¬ 
in Scott and Shawn Moody. 
LePage, who has garnered strong 
support from Tea Party activists, based 
his campaign on promises to shrink the 
size of government, lower taxes and 
fight the health care reform bill. He 
has been the mayor of Waterville since 
2003. LePage sparked controversy dur¬ 
ing his campaign by stating that if elect¬ 
ed, he would tell President Obama to 
“go to hell” because of his policies. 
See LEPAGE, PAGE 4 
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Alina Volobuyeva 'll (left) and Tim Fox 'll (right) star in "Hotel Universe,1' Philip Barry's 1929 comedy-drama. 
LEWI STON, M A1NE 
Bates drops in 
Green Rating 
Scores low in most 
categories, ”B" in 
Food & Recycling 
DANIELA REICHELSTEIN 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
Bates received a “B-” on the 2011 
College Sustainability Report Card, a 
rating determined by the nonprofit 
Sustainable Endowments Institute (SEI) 
which annually assesses the green prac¬ 
tices of 300 universities and colleges 
with the largest endowments in the 
United States and Canada. Bates’ score 
fell from last year, when it was awarded 
a solid “B.” 
SEI gathered information on cam¬ 
pus sustainability programs by distrib¬ 
uting surveys of more than 120 ques¬ 
tions to multiple administrators at each 
institution. SEI awards a grade to nine 
categories, averaging all of these scores 
to establish an overall grade. 
Bates received the following scores: 
“A” in Administration, “C” in Climate 
Change and Energy, “B” in Food and 
Recycling, “C” in Green Building, “A” in 
Student Involvement, “B” in Transporta¬ 
tion, “D” in Endowment Transparency, 
“B” in Investment Priorities and “C” in 
Shareholder Engagement. 
Bowdoin and Colby, both outper¬ 
forming Bates by SEI standards, were 
awarded an "A-" and "B+" respectively. 
“I don’t feel like this grade reflects 
campus sustainability at Bates,” said 
Sustainability Coordinator Julie Rosen- 
bach. “I don’t understand why they put 
food and recycling under one category 
because we have a nationally-recog¬ 
nized dining program that purchases 30 
percent of its food from local, organic 
See VALIDITY page 4 
Bill and Hedge sealed for first snow 
PALO PEIRCE 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
Construction has progressed sig¬ 
nificantly on both Roger “Bill” Wil¬ 
liams Hall and Hedge Hall since the 
start of the project early this year. 
By the end of next week, both roofs 
will be sealed with a water and ice 
shield to ensure waterproof integ¬ 
rity so that interior work can con¬ 
tinue during the winter. 
The final contours of Hedge 
Hall have become more defined, 
as workers last week finished con¬ 
structing the dormers on the roofli¬ 
ne where windows will be placed. 
Plywood was nailed to the exteri¬ 
or and is now sheathed in a blue 
and yellow waterproof membrane. 
While the existing buildings will re¬ 
main brick, the new additions will 
follow modern construction meth¬ 
ods that favor the use of a non-sup- 
porting brick veneer. 
“The wall of the new additions 
will be comprised of steel studs, 
followed by yellow, water proof¬ 
sheathing, a blue DensGlass air 
barrier, rigid pink foam, a small air 
space, and finally, a brick veneer,” 
said Project Manager Paul Farn¬ 
sworth. The temporary waterproof 
roof will allow workers to complete 
the “sub-flooring” of the building. 
Nails will be removed and floor¬ 
boards will be leveled to construct 
a smooth and flat surface, accord¬ 
ing to Farnsworth. Concurrently, 
masons will cut several new door¬ 
ways through the old brick walls, 
repoint needy sections and fill in 
windows. 
Currently, the work on the “Bill” 
consists of “truing up” and tighten¬ 
ing bolts to ensure that they are tight 
enough to withstand the weight of 
the new addition, said Farnsworth. 
After this process is completed, 
building inspectors will examine 
both the four-story structure addi¬ 
tion and the structural steel placed 
inside. “The structural steel frames 
will be checked to make sure they 
are up to Seismic Code,” said Farn¬ 
sworth. The primary function of the 
steel beams inside the “Bill” and 
Hedge is not to support the actual 
weight of the buildings, but rather 
to brace the buildings during a seis¬ 
mic event like an earthquake. 
The “Bill’s” roofline profile has 
also changed significantly as work¬ 
ers have removed the slate shingled 
roof. They have decided to leave 
the north section of the roof with 
two chimneys unaltered. “We kept 
the north section because the chim¬ 
neys, which are merely cosmetic, 
were integrally tied with the roof, 
so it was easier to build around,” 
explained Farnsworth. A pair of 
faux chimneys will be placed at the 
south end of the building to main¬ 
tain symmetry. 
After the Hedge roof is sealed, 
a flat rubber waterproof membrane 
will be placed over the now-ex¬ 
posed roof of the “Bill,” allowing 
interior work to begin. Throughout 
the winter, workers in the “Bill” will 
construct the necessary structural 
support for the two first floors, said 
Farnsworth. The new addition to 
the “Bill” will need a short, three- 
step staircase to access the first 
floor since the new floor will be 
three feet lower than the floor in 
the original building. 
While interior work will pro¬ 
ceed during the winter, it remains 
undecided how the workers will 
heat the insides of the buildings. 
One option is for the College to 
allow workers to use the campus 
steam system to heat the buildings, 
according to construction contract 
documents. The 220-degree cam¬ 
pus steam would heat water that 
would run through new ceiling 
“valence” units that are to be in¬ 
stalled in every room, according to 
Farnsworth. In the summer, 45-de¬ 
gree water will run through these 
same units to cool down the build¬ 
ing. “These units allow us to heat 
and cool with the same unit,” said 
Farnsworth. The alternative method 
heating the buildings is for workers 
to introduce a temporary mobile 
heating unit. 
Both buildings are expected to 
be completed by mid-summer and 
to be open for college use by fall 
2011. “Work will continue through¬ 
out the winter and will only stop if 
a blizzard keeps workers from the 
jobsite,” said Farnsworth. 
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Hedge Hall, above, is shown with its blue and yellow water shield exposed. Work on the structures will continue throughout the 
winter and is expected to be completed by mid-summer 2011. 
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Stewart rally 
lacked purpose 
)t Jiates £s>tubent 
ALEC GREENBERG 
ASSISTANT FORUM EDITOR 
The Rally to Restore Sanity 
was rally-tastic. Tons of people 
showed up. It was hard to move. 
My foot got a big blister from 
using my lower extremities too 
much. The Rally to Restore San¬ 
ity beat The Rally to Restore Hon¬ 
or handily in attendance. Glen 
Beck, you got knocked the... out! 
But really, was that all there 
was to it? I, for one, was a bit 
disappointed. I could not see or 
hear what was going on for more 
than half of the rally, and when I 
finally did get into the exclusive 
area with a view of Jon Stewart, 
all I really got was a couple of 
chuckles. Honestly, I was equally 
if not more entertained by fellow 
rally-goers’ signs as I was by Ste¬ 
phen Colbert and Stewart. 
So I guess the question at 
hand is: what was the point? I 
looked up the definition of “ral¬ 
ly” and found that it was simply 
a gathering to promote awareness 
for a cause. But even the cause 
was shrouded in a comedic cloud 
of rhetoric. How, exactly, does 
one restore sanity? Do we sit and 
break down Beck’s speech, point 
by point? Or do we picket a 
bunch of comedic signs and gos¬ 
sip about the ridiculousness of a 
tea party? It seems that the rally 
to restore sanity accomplished 
the latter. 
So there we were, not re¬ 
ally knowing what we were do¬ 
ing, but clearly having the air of 
“obviously, we’re right. We just 
can’t explain why we’re right, 
so we’re gonna chill out, have a 
couple beers, and do the wave.” 
Problem solved. It was definitely 
cool hanging out in our nation’s 
capitol in a nod to the old days 
of Vietnam and “I have a dream.” 
Dad would be proud. But at the 
end of the day, I’m calling this 
one a push. 
We could have all stayed home. 
Stewart said it best himself in his 
closing remarks: “If you want to 
know why I’m here and what I 
want from you, I can only assure 
you this: you have already given 
it to me. Your presence was what 
I wanted. Sanity will always be 
and has always been in the eye 
of the beholder. To see you here 
today and the kind of people that 
you are has restored mine. Thank 
you.” I guess the whole concept 
of what a rally was supposed to 
be was lost on me. 
Here I was, thinking that 
Stewart would lend some sort of 
coherence to what we were try¬ 
ing to accomplish. Instead, I felt 
more ambiguity. And that’s not to 
say that that isn’t fair. Stewart and 
Colbert are comedians after all. 
But something inside me says: 
“Hey! Get serious for a second!” 
Beck might be a clown, but his 
followers definitely aren’t follow¬ 
ing him to get a chuckle. 
But even when Stewart tried 
to get serious with a joke or two 
tossed in for good measure, he 
didn’t really accomplish anything 
save for prodding the enemy’s 
bees nest all the more. By say¬ 
ing that sanity is in the eye of the 
beholder, then saying that his fol¬ 
lowers had restored his, Stewart 
basically said: “This is my defini¬ 
tion of what’s right. Take it or 
leave it.” 
Let me end this little rant, be¬ 
cause I fear I’ve committed the 
very sin I set out to fix. I’ve wan¬ 
dered off the ledge of purpose¬ 
ful writing into the fairytale land 
where nothing ever happens and 
people say words for the sake of 
stretching their jaws. All in all, 
the rally to restore sanity had 
some good times. The wave was 
fun, but it would have been bet¬ 
ter had I not been immobilized 
by the crush of people who ef¬ 
fectively packed me in like a sar¬ 
dine. But enough of my griping. 
If what we aimed for was a flip 
of the finger to our opposition, a 
giant neener neener, betcha can’t 
top that, free-for-all, then we suc¬ 
ceeded. But we woke up the next 
morning right where we were be¬ 
fore Beck’s Rally to Restore Hon¬ 
or. This time with sore feet. 
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Letter to the Lditor 
Response to Boston sports fans article 
I am a passionate Boston sports fan and would consider myself aware of sports outside of New England. To label most 
Boston fans as delusional, cocky, and obnoxious requires the same ignorance that is needed to think Derek Jeter isn't one 
of the best players of his generation. 
I will be the first to admit that Boston has its share of obnoxious and blindly passionate fans, but how does this differ 
from fan bases all across the country? It’s easy to point fingers at New Englandif you're outsider to the region, but the fact 
is that a large percent of Bates’ student body is from New England and are New England sports fans. 
If I went to New York with my particular wardrobe, I wouldn’t expect to be received warmly. In fact, I would be sur¬ 
prised by and even disappointed in New York fans for not dishing it right back to me. Counter to much of our history, New 
England has been quite successful when it comes to sports in the last decade, but New Englanders are well aware of the 
success that other sports Meccas around the country have enjoyed in the past. We are no strangers to watching rivals win. 
However, to fault New Englanders for continuing to celebrate the success of the last decade makes no sense to me. 
Who wouldn’t celebrate one of the greatest sports moments that they witnessed in their lifetime? Why shouldn’t fans of 
the New York Giants still be able to chant 18-1 in front of Patriots fans or remind them of David Tyree’s game-altering 
catch in Super Bowl XLII? 
To relish in great sports memories, especially those witnessed first-hand, is a due right of any wholehearted fan. Mo¬ 
ments like these are some of the most classic and unforgettable in sports history, and to belittle them as the audacious and 
pathetic arrogance of overly cocky and blindly passionate New England sports fans is ignorance in and of itself. 
Dan Naparstek 'll 
Support our troops with an ethical 
foreign policy this Veterans Day 
SIMONE PATHE 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
You wake up and realize that your 
right arm is gone. A few moments pass, 
and you realize that your left arm be¬ 
low the shoulder is also gone. You have 
no legs, no mouth and no nose. You 
are blind and deaf. Such is the physi¬ 
cal state of Joe Bonham, the protagonist 
of Dalton Trumbo’s 1939 classic novel 
“Johnny Got His Gun.” How did the 
20 something-year-old Joe end up as a 
self-described “dead man with a mind 
that could still think”? 
Fighting in World War One mangled 
Joe’s body, but his story and the mes¬ 
sage Trumbo sends are timeless. Joe 
is literally trapped in his body, at least 
what’s left of it. He imagines his doctors 
showing off to other doctors how their 
surgical skills kept his heart beating just 
as well as anyone else’s despite the fact 
that he cannot move, talk or eat. He has 
no way of communicating with these 
doctors; no way of expressing his anger 
at having been deprived of the dignity 
of death. 
His only contact with the hospital 
staff is through sensing the vibrations 
of their footsteps on the floor and the 
touch of nurses bathing him and chang¬ 
ing his bandages. His favorite nurse, the 
one he dreams about, has lighter foot¬ 
steps. 
Chapters alternate between Joe’s 
running commentary in the hospital 
and his flashbacks to events from his 
young adulthood before the war. We 
see snippets of the son of a poor, 
hard working and honest family in 
Shale City, Iowa struggle to settle 
into his own identity. His relation¬ 
ship with his father, who dies in 
the opening pages of the novel, is a 
source of constant reflection. 
Fitting for a stream of consciousness 
narrative, Trumbo’s prose is devoid of 
much punctuation as thoughts fluidly 
run into each other. 
In many ways, Joe’s physical en¬ 
trapment is a metaphor for how the 
United States is trapped in a kind of 
uncritical patriotism. Trumbo, through 
Joe, spells out his political message. 
“Pay no attention when they tap 
you on the shoulder and say come 
along we’ve got to fight for liberty or 
whatever their word is there’s always 
a word,” Joe says (or more accurately, 
thinks to himself). 
“Did any of the millions who got 
killed ever say it’s good to think I got 
my guts blown out for the honor of 
my country?” he continues. 
Trumbo’s novel resonates - or at 
least it should - with readers today. 
The latest edition features a new in¬ 
troduction by antiwar activist Cindy 
Sheehan, the mother of Specialist 
Casey Sheehan who was killed in Iraq 
in 2004. Most known for camping out¬ 
side President Bush’s Crawford, Texas 
ranch, Sheehan explains that wherev¬ 
er she protested the war in the wake 
of her son’s death, fellow war oppo¬ 
nents would ask her if she had read 
Trumbo’s novel. 
Although most readers will never be 
able to identify with Joe’s situation or 
with Cindy Sheehan’s pain, we are all 
familiar with the patriotic rhetoric and 
nationalistic spin that inflated the case 
for the U.S. military invasion of Afghan¬ 
istan and Iraq. Reminiscent of Wilfred 
Owen’s famous poem, “Duke Et De¬ 
corum Est,” Trumbo’s novel powerfully 
tears apart the patriotic fever that glo¬ 
rifies war by exposing the mental and 
physical disfigurement behind imper¬ 
sonal and sanitized casualty figures. 
The day after I finished the book, 
The New York Times ran a front page 
profile of Iraq veteran Specialist Bren¬ 
dan Marrocco who is the first veteran of 
the Iraq or Afghanistan wars to survive 
the loss of all four limbs. He still has 
his sight and hearing, and advances in 
prosthetic technology mean that he will 
be able to live with more independence 
than disabled veterans of World War 
One. 
Besides its anti-war message, the 
book’s strength also lies in the portrait 
it offers of handicapped life. Written 
entirely from Joe’s point of view, his 
frustration becomes ours as he franti¬ 
cally taps the Morse code with his head 
on his pillow, thinking that he’s finally 
found a way to communicate with the 
world, only to be injected with seda¬ 
tives by nurses who cannot discern the 
meaning behind his agitated head bop¬ 
ping. 
Finally, when Joe’s head is sore from 
tapping, one of the nurses rushes out 
of the room and returns with a doctor, 
whom Joe identifies by his longer stride 
and heavier step. At long last, someone 
has realized that behind the bandaged 
and stunted body there is a thinking 
brain. The doctor places his finger on 
Joe’s stomach and taps, “What do you 
want?” 
Joe is stunned. How can he respond 
to such a question? It’s not as if he’s 
been restlessly tapping simply to tell 
them that he wants a bath or his ban¬ 
daged changed. He yearns for a conver¬ 
sation, for information, for some shred 
of human contact which will make his 
existence bearable. Refusing to tap a 
simple reply, Joe is forcibly silenced 
with another sedative injected into the 
stump of his arm. 
The stifling of Joe’s attempts at 
communication symbolizes the pa¬ 
triotic hypocrisy and warmongering 
that Trumbo is writing against. Once 
again, we are reminded how soldiers 
are glorified as they rush into combat. 
Yet, when they come home scarred 
inside and out, no one wants to hear 
anything critical they may have to 
say about the mission in which they 
risked their lives. 
During the Vietnam War, Nixon 
denied claims that the United States 
had troops in Laos even as veterans 
who had just returned from Laos were 
marching on Washington in protest. 
In September, President Obama took 
a step toward rectifying this lie when 
he awarded a posthumous Medal of 
Honor to an airman who died in Laos. 
Still, hawkish politicians con¬ 
tinually get away with invoking the 
mythologies of national service and 
overseas missions to defend free¬ 
dom. It’s no coincidence that many 
of these politicians have received 
multiple military deferments. Dick 
Cheney comes to mind. 
On the homefront, drivers of gas- 
guzzling SUVs adorned with the ubiq¬ 
uitous yellow “support our troops” 
magnets don’t seem to understand the 
contradictory political messages their 
decorated vehicles send. Consuming 
more gasoline only puts our troops in 
more danger. 
Hawks don't have a monopoly on 
patriotism; the American flag is just as 
much a symbol of peace. 
Veterans Day is this Thursday, No¬ 
vember 11th. I’m not asking you to write 
a card to veterans thanking them for 
fighting for our freedom like my teachers 
in elementary asked us to do. More likely 
than not, veterans recognize the hypoc¬ 
risies and empty displays of patriotism 
inherent in this kind of language. 
As the product of a family with both 
a proud Navy and Veterans for Peace 
legacy, I value the importance of mili¬ 
tary service to this country and to the 
men and women who serve. A career 
naval officer, my grandfather lived for 
the Navy, but nothing made his blood 
boil more than the misappropriation 
of American history for justifying un¬ 
justifiable wars. 
Hearing stories from my dad about 
organizing peace marches for the Fifth 
Avenue Peace Parade Committee and 
Veterans for Peace in New York dur¬ 
ing Vietnam, I’ve come to realize that 
love of military service and a dedica¬ 
tion to social and international justice 
are not incompatible. 
So I’m asking you to reflect. Put 
all the hype aside. Forget the factually 
inaccurate war movies. 
The best gift we could give to vet¬ 
erans like Joe Bonham this Veterans 
Day would be to support an ethical 
foreign policy that puts multilateral 
diplomacy first and abandons imperi¬ 
alistic and self-serving military action. 
Rally shows need for bipartisanship 
DOUGLAS KEMPNER 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
On Oct. 30th, in Washington, 
D.C., Jon Stewart held a public event 
referred to as the Rally to Restore San¬ 
ity. An estimated 215,000 people at¬ 
tended, among whom were ten Bates 
students taking part in a Bates Demo¬ 
crats sponsored road trip to D.C. 
The rally consisted of many 
performers. The Roots opened with a 
rousing performance. Later, Cat Ste¬ 
vens and Ozzy Osbourne played a co¬ 
medic set that juxtaposed Osbourne’s 
song, Crazy Train with Cat Stevens’ 
song, Peace Train. Other performers in¬ 
cluded Mavis Staples, John Legend, Kid 
Rock, Tony Bennett, the hosts of Myth- 
busters and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. 
While the concert provided 
welcome entertainment, the reasons for 
the rally were serious. Stewart’s rally was 
in response to Glenn Beck’s rally, the 
Rally to Restore Honor that occurred on 
August 28th. 
Both rallies were marketed as 
apolitical. Yet, after the Rally to Restore 
Honor, it was clear that spreading a Re¬ 
publican Party message was the purpose 
of Beck’s event. 
As a result, Stewart decided to 
hold a rally to fight against Beck’s and 
to exhibit the wide range of viewpoints 
Americans possess, which differs from 
Beck’s brand of rhetoric. Despite Stewart’s 
expressed intention of rebuttal, his purpose 
was not explicitly partisan. Instead, Stewart 
chose a tactic that was tended to create 
space for civil debate across partisan dif- 
See RALLY, page 3 
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Bates community should respond to articles with letters to the editor 
AFROZ BAIG 
MANAGING FORUM 
EDITOR 
My involvement with the Bates Stu¬ 
dent over the years has made me re¬ 
alize just how little individuals within 
the Bates community understand the 
process of creating and putting out the 
paper. I get the feeling that people think 
that articles are printed just as they come 
in, and editors just copy and paste them 
onto a very long Microsoft Word sheet. 
For the most part, this lack of un¬ 
derstanding makes sense. Although 
many people within our community 
read newspapers and watch news on 
television, Bates isn’t exactly known for 
its emphasis on journalism. Although 
outlets such as Bates College Television 
and The Bates Student exist for those 
who want to pursue journalism, we 
don’t have a journalism or a communi¬ 
cations major. 
One thing that I’ve only recently 
become aware of is how the lack of 
understanding about the production of 
the newspaper makes the masses blame 
individuals on the newspaper staff for 
things that are printed. 
In order to demystify the process, 
I’m just going to lay it out there so peo¬ 
ple can gain a better understanding of 
what is going on behind the scenes and 
appreciate all the weekly hard work 
that results in the paper that people can 
enjoy every Tuesday. 
The newspaper has writers within 
the Bates community, all of whom vol¬ 
unteer to write articles. The editorial 
staff also writes articles. The writers for 
the paper work hard to come up with 
the articles, often sending out many un¬ 
answered e-mails to secure interviews 
or quotes. 
Deadline for articles is usually in the 
late afternoon on Sundays unless there 
is an article based on an event taking 
place after deadline. The articles are 
e-mailed to managing editors for each 
section, and they print them out and 
edit them for content and grammar. 
The managing editors put the 
changes they’ve made in to the Word 
document and submit it to to the Editor- 
in-Chief or Deputy Editor-in-Chief. It is 
edited again and given back to the man¬ 
aging editors, who input the additional 
edits. 
The process takes hours, and most 
of the newspaper staff is in the news¬ 
room from 6 until 10 or 11 on a Sunday 
night just editing articles. The next day, 
we all filter into the newsroom through¬ 
out the early afternoon depending on 
who has class and how much work the 
articles for any particular section need. 
The work continues into Monday 
nights, when the layout editors, with 
the guidance of the managing editors, 
lay-out the pages for every section of 
the paper. After they’ve been laid out, 
and the headlines have been placed, 
the managing editors read over the 
page on the computer to spot any 
mistakes. After that, the entire page 
is printed on extra long paper, and it 
is corrected by the Editor-in-Chief or 
the Deputy Editor-in-Chief. It is then 
returned to the managing editor, who 
then places the corrections within the 
layout program. 
The process might seem tedious, 
but everyone who works for the 
paper puts in many hours making 
sure that what gets printed weekly 
is a quality publication. On Monday 
nights, some editors can be in the 
newsroom past 6 a.m. working on 
pages to finish them in time to send 
them to print. 
I’ve had people express to me that 
they are offended by the placement of 
their articles. Here is a little secret: with 
the exception of the front page of the 
paper, most of the layout is done based 
on where articles fit depending on their 
length and where accompanying pic¬ 
tures fit. It’s not easy to just take a blank 
sheet and place articles, ads, and boxes 
like "Digitz" while attempting to place 
articles in the order of most to least im¬ 
portant. 
Another thing that some readers fail 
to see is how much review every piece 
of content receives before it is actually 
printed in the paper. Furthermore, no 
one person is making all the decisions 
about any given page. Headlines, con- 
"If I were a 'crazy' femi¬ 
nist, whatever that may 
mean to the individuals 
making that claim, let's 
be real; I'd have much 
bigger fish to fry than the 
Bates football team." 
tent within boxes, pictures, and articles 
are reviewed so many times that by the 
time they are printed, most of the news¬ 
paper staff has them memorized. 
Last week in the Forum section, 
we printed the “Digitz” box based 
on statistics for the football team, 
all of which was information that 
came from the Bates Web site. I’ve 
since heard through the grapevine 
that a few football players pinned 
this act on me being a crazy femi¬ 
nist with an agenda to embarrass 
their team. 
Since the “Digitz” are printed with¬ 
out an author, and they only list the 
source of the numbers, I think it is re¬ 
ally telling that individuals within our 
community would choose to blame 
the numbers on me as an individual, 
in all my “crazy” feminist glory, rather 
than to accept that they were taken 
from the Bates Web site and are a mat¬ 
ter of public record, and perhaps even 
a silently acknowledged fact within our 
community. 
For the record, the "Digitz" for 
last week were submitted by another 
author, who happens to be male; not 
that it should make any difference, 
right? 
I’ve come to realize that it’s a lot 
easier for people to blame the individu¬ 
als who work for the newspaper— their 
interests, their political views, their in¬ 
telligence— rather than it is to accept 
that maybe what is printed in the pa¬ 
per is generated from our community at 
large. 
For the record, I do identify as a 
feminist, but I never thought that caring 
about women’s rights made me crazy. 
Also, if I were a “crazy” feminist, what¬ 
ever that may mean to the individuals 
making that claim, let’s be real; I’d have 
much bigger fish to fry than the Bates 
football team. 
But these baseless ways of vent¬ 
ing about perceived treatment by the 
newspaper are immature and hap¬ 
pen far too often. The Letter to the 
Editor section of the paper gives ev¬ 
ery individual a chance to address 
his or her grievances in a mature in¬ 
telligent way. Rather than attacking 
individuals, this area gives people 
the chance to attack the argument. 
After all, isn’t that a big part of what 
we are taught to do in college? 
But I imagine that for most indi¬ 
viduals the process of thinking, ar¬ 
ticulating those thoughts into writing, 
and then having that writing in front 
of the entire Bates community is just 
too much. Writing for the paper in any 
capacity takes guts. 
You put your thoughts, ideas and 
personality out on the page weekly for 
people to judge. I certainly don’t think 
that this should be a free pass for any 
writer not to receive criticism. But those 
criticizing should acknowledge that 
writing articles is hard work, and if they 
have a criticism about an article, there 
are mature, grown-up ways to express 
those criticisms. 
It’s disheartening to have writers 
contact you after the paper goes to print 
and to have people insult the staff pub- 
lically as individuals instead of taking 
issue with their writing or the content 
of their articles. In the cutthroat world 
of journalism, I would expect to hear of 
instances such as these, but in a small 
community like ours, I expect better. 
Of course, all those who are in¬ 
volved in The Bates Student choose to 
be we do so because we are passion¬ 
ate about having the current events, 
debates, and voices of students avail¬ 
able for all to hear. However, given the 
amount of work it takes to produce this 
publication, the lack of maturity that 
is sometimes exhibited on the part of 
readers is infuriating. 
If you have a problem with some¬ 
thing that is printed, don’t hide behind 
the rumor mill to address your griev¬ 
ances. 
When something is printed, it is 
into the public sphere to be debated, 
and that debate is welcome because it 
creates dialogue within the community. 
However, attacking the writers or 
the staff of the paper does not lend itself 
to fruitful dialogue, but instead brings 
us back to our pitiful days in middle 
school when fallacious information was 
taken as fact and winning the debate 
was as simple as having more friends in 
your corner. 
For those of us who missed the 
memo, those days are long gone. 
It’s time to expedite the growing up 
process and learn to deal with those 
with whom you may disagree in a 
more effective manner than writing 
obscenities about them in bathroom 
stalls. Perhaps this situation adds an 
addendum to the age-old saying: if 
you don’t have something mature and 
intelligent to say, don’t say anything at 
all. 
Internet at Bates slower than at other schools 
RACHEL ZOE BAUMANN 
ASSISTANT FORUM EDITOR 
You are sitting in your dorm on a 
Thursday night at 10 p.m. trying to fin¬ 
ish, or start, your five-page research 
paper due tomorrow. You open up 
the Internet to return to your research, 
but the Internet at Bates isn’t working 
again. 
Perhaps you take a trip to the 
library to see if the Internet is work¬ 
ing there. By now it’s already 10:15 
and you’ve wasted a trip and thus 
your time. You try the first, second 
and third floors, and maybe even the 
ground floor, but to no avail; it’s ei¬ 
ther too slow and won’t load, or you 
just see a blank page. 
Sure, there are a lot of people trying 
to access the Internet at the same time, 
probably during prime-study hours 
from roughly 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. But, in an 
age when every person is on the Inter¬ 
net all the time, why doesn’t a college 
like Bates provide better Web service? 
Some may wonder if the Internet is 
like this at other schools. Using speed- 
test.net to test the exact speed of Bates’ 
Internet connectivity, I compared the 
speed of the Internet on our campus to 
other schools where some of my friends 
simultaneously performed the same test 
at 9 p m. last Thursday night. 
Although the Internet was a tad 
faster than it normally is, Bates’ Internet 
connectivity was still slower than the 
speed at Gettysburg College, the Uni¬ 
versity of Scranton, Boston College and 
the University of Connecticut. 
And guess what, Bobcats? When 
a friend at Colby tested their Inter¬ 
net speed, although not at the same 
time, their Internet was about five 
times as fast as ours. And I’ve tested 
it throughout the day, different days 
of the week. 
Speedtest.net measures how fast 
the download and upload speed is. 
Download speed would affect some¬ 
thing like sending an e-mail. Upload 
speed determines how fast your Inter¬ 
net page loads (which is pretty slow at 
Bates). 
Just for comparison, at UConn, 
where there are about 17,000 stu¬ 
dents, the download speed Thursday 
night at 9 p.m. was 94.15 Mb/s and 
the upload speed was 53.99 Mb/s. 
At Bates on Thursday night at 9 
p.m., our download speed was .41 
Mb/s and our upload speed was 1.09 
Mb/s. Evert worse, one hour later, 
our download speed was .15 Mb/s 
and our upload speed was rocking a 
.1 Mb/s. 
Talking with the Help Desk at 
Bates, one staff member said that 
there were just too many people try¬ 
ing to get on the Internet at the same 
time and that the capacity is over¬ 
saturated. 
Sure, a lot of people are trying 
to get on the Internet at Bates at the 
same time. But about 15,000 more 
people are trying at UConn, and they 
are all succeeding. 
So, the question must be asked: 
Why is the Internet so slow at Bates? 
Yes, it is annoying and bothersome 
maybe some people need to learn to 
be more patient. However, in a col¬ 
lege setting where everyone is trying 
to work efficiently, it seems strange 
that the Internet is such a huge prob¬ 
lem. 
Yes, the Internet is sometimes slow 
everywhere. The fact remains that it is 
slow the majority of the time at Bates. 
Does Bates need more resources? 
Do we need to invest more? Does the 
Help Desk need more tools to amelio¬ 
rate this issue? 
According to the same staff mem¬ 
ber at the Help Desk, the slowness 
of the Internet is something they’re 
aware of. The staff member said 
that Bates is trying to work on this 
problem. People get on the Internet 
by connecting to certain wireless 
points. According to the Help Desk, 
Bates is investing money in expand¬ 
ing how many wireless access points 
people can connect to, especially in 
the library. 
“Internet speed is not a constant 
but is dependent on a variety of fac¬ 
tors, including location, destination and 
equipment,” Director of Academic Tech¬ 
nology Services Andrew White noted. 
Although Colby’s connectivity was 
not tested at the exact same time, 
their connection was much better than 
ours; and I tested Bates many times. 
Their download was 71.68 Mb/s while 
their upload was 26.56 Mb/s. In an in¬ 
terview an IT person from Colby, said 
that their Internet experiences occa¬ 
sional ups and downs but is generally 
consistent. 
But Colby’s Internet isn’t the only 
Web service working faster and better 
than ours. According to Speedtest.net, 
the average download speed in Maine 
is 7.06 Mb/sk, 8.81 Mb/s in the United 
States, 8.05 Mb/s in North America and 
7.88 Mb/s globally. 
Of course, the Internet is a com¬ 
plicated thing to understand. Some 
people still think it is “a series of 
tubes.” As Bates continues to work 
on helping its students, professors, 
and staff access the Internet more ef¬ 
ficiently, students should try the fol¬ 
lowing: buy a LAN wire for about $6, 
so you can physically connect your 
computer to the Internet and won't 
have to compete with everyone else 
trying to log on. 
According to the staff member 
at the Help Desk, based on avalible 
technology, it is clear that too many 
people are leaving their Internet 
open for long periods of time with¬ 
out using it. Even though you are not 
using the Internet, you are still con¬ 
nected and using up wireless points 
that other people could be taking 
advantage of. 
But, enough with that. Let’s figure 
out a solution to the problem that so 
many people face on campus. Let’s fix 
something that everyone uses all the 
time in all parts of the world. 
Forum article depicts fictional utopia 
SCOTT OLEHNIK 
STAFF WRITER 
In last week’s issue of The Student, 
Matt Cocciardi wrote an impassioned ap¬ 
peal to the America that he calls “a cen¬ 
ter-right Christian Nation.” While I under¬ 
stand his views and his frustrations with 
the past, I must respectfully disagree with 
the sentiments put forth in his article. 
Cocciardi imagines a world in which 
the forces of evil have been vanquished 
from their positions of power in a sweep¬ 
ing and crushing defeat this past Novem¬ 
ber 2nd. He sees "the Right" as the heroes 
and "the Left" as the villains. The truth, 
however, is much more sinister: there are 
neither villains nor heroes in this story. 
Each side is equally “evil,” with neither 
side working in anyone’s best interest. 
This being said, I have to support the 
Democratic side of things more than any 
of the others. 
First, Cocciardi suggests that the defeats 
the Democrats faced were crushing, leav¬ 
ing them castrated and running for the hills. 
He neglects to mention the feet that, much 
like the disputed 2000 presidential election, 
many of the decisions were close. 
The New York Times reported that four 
out of six senate seats gained by Republi¬ 
cans were decided by a maigin of victory 
that was less than 5 percent of the vote, 42 
of the House seats were decided similarly, 
and six governorships were divided almost 
evenly. To say that these victories were the 
result of “Americans going to the polls out 
of anger,” as Cocciardi suggests, is hyper¬ 
bole at best. I would offer that Americans 
were going to the polls and voting along 
party lines rather than repudiating (refudiat- 
ing if you’re Sarah Palin) Democratic ideals. 
I would suggest that anyone take 
Maine’s own gubernatorial election as evi¬ 
dence of this. Paul LePage secured the state 
house with less than 40 percent of the vote 
and only beat out Eliot Cutler, the Indepen¬ 
dent, by a meager 1 percent LePage hardly 
vanquished Cutler at the polls; he just snuck 
by. 
While discussing the “trouble” of 
"the Left," Cocciardi cites the Congress’ 
“passfrng] [of] a far left-wing agenda that 
most Americans do not agree with.” I 
suppose Cocciardi would like to see the 
public education system, social security, 
Rally 
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ferences. 
Anecdotally, the Bates Democrats' 
sponsored trip to the rally exemplified 
the bi-partisan nature of the Rally to 
Restore Sanity, since one of the Bates 
attendees was an avowed Republican. 
Even though the Bates trip was an iso¬ 
lated example of bipartisan harmony, 
Stewart’s message is broadly applicable. 
Steward commented that everyday, 
Americans of both parties, of different 
skin colors and of different religions work 
together to find solutions to problems. 
Then, he went on to criticize members 
of Congress, noting that the only place in 
America where working together appears 
impossible is in Washington, D.C. 
In addition to criticizing the legisla¬ 
tive process, Stewart admonished the 
and welfare repealed, as they are all social 
programs akin to the “Obamacare” that he 
seems to vilify. 
To pick and choose which social 
programs one doesn’t like and call them 
steps toward socialism, while leaving out 
those which one finds appealing, is fun¬ 
damentally wrong. It’s cherry picking at 
the highest level and only serves to ob¬ 
scure the argument. 
Oddly enough, one of the biggest 
problems that I have with Cocciardi’s col¬ 
umn is the inclusion of the phrase: “We are 
still a center-right Christian country.” This 
is wrong at the most fundamental levels; 
Cocciardi neglects the fact that this country 
was founded on the principles of religious 
freedom, and even the fact that there is no 
institutionalized religion. 
The 2005 U.S. Census Bureau reported 
that nearly 20 percent of the country iden¬ 
tifies as no religion, 25 percent as Roman 
Catholicism and 50 percent as Protestant. 
The remaining percentages are devoted to 
the following religions: Judaism, Hinduism, 
Islam, Buddhism, along with various oth¬ 
ers. So, while Cocciardi points out that the 
United States is still a country made up of 
religious people, the United States is in no 
way a religious country, and to say that we 
are a “Christian nation” is unfair to five per¬ 
cent of the population that does not identify 
with any sort of Catholicism, and wrong¬ 
fully includes the 20 percent of people, like 
myself, who do not believe. 
To address Cocciardi’s citing of the 
“Pledge to America,” I have to say that 
this idea is just as bad as suggesting that 
the United States is a Christian nation. The 
"Pledge to America" constitutes a misguided 
and backwards set of principles that are 
completely contrary to what Americans 
want or need. Rather than bore my audi¬ 
ence with all 12 principles outlined in the 
Pledge, I’ll address those which I find to be 
the most horrendous. 
First, "the Pledge" completely 
rejects several tenets of the idea of civ¬ 
il rights for citizens of this country by 
plainly stating that it will not support the 
idea of any type of homosexual marriage, 
which itself is simply appalling, yet not 
surprising, for the Republicans. Similarly, 
they reject any type of federal spending 
for abortion, which as we can all infer 
means that they reject anything having to 
media. “The country’s 24-hour politico- 
pundit’ perpetual panic conflictinator did 
not cause our problems, but its existence 
makes solving them that much harder,” 
Stewart stated, referring to the media. 
Stewart’s argument that the media fails 
to produce or even obstructs meaningful 
debate is cause for alarm. Yet, it is easy 
for individuals to take personal action to 
mm off the television or at least change 
the channel. Furthermore, it is possible to 
ignore the fear-mongering so often seen 
in the media and engage in reasoned de¬ 
bate with fellow countrymen to find so¬ 
lutions. 
The mid-term elections occurred on 
the Tuesday following the Rally to Re¬ 
store Sanity. Power shifted in the United 
States House of Representatives from 
the Democratic Party to the Republican 
Party. The change in power elevates the 
value of Stewart’s message. If Repub¬ 
licans and Democrats cannot compro- 
do with abortion. It seems that the Repub¬ 
licans have taken a few pages out of the 
Bible and applied them to legislation, at 
the same time throwing individual rights 
to the wind. 
Second, and very troubling indeed, 
this "Pledge to America" proposes spend¬ 
ing cuts that would bring us back to 
2008 levels, with the Pentagon exempt, 
of course. Now, on the outside, this may 
not seem like a terribly big deal, and why 
should it be? It helps to cut the budget 
deficit, right? Right, except at a terrible 
cost: the loss of billions of dollars in fed¬ 
eral scientific funding. 
The New York Times reported that 
the American Association for the Ad¬ 
vancement of Science took a look at 
what would happen if all of the proposed 
agencies had funding cut to 2008 levels. 
The National Institutes of Health stands 
to lose $2.9 billion, or nine percent, of 
its research money. The National Science 
Foundation could lose more than one 
billion, or almost 19 percent, of its bud¬ 
get, and the National Oceanic and Atmo¬ 
spheric Administration would lose $324 
million, or 34 percent. 
Scientific research is one of the most 
valuable resources we have. It yields 
advances in all aspects of our lives, and 
without it, we would still be stuck in the 
Middle Ages, prisoners to superstition and 
ignorance. Yet the Republicans seem bent 
on dragging us back this way. 
The Washington Post analyzed "the 
Pledge" a little further. Bill Gale, a senior 
fellow in economics at the Brookings In¬ 
stitute stated that “[the Republicans’ eco¬ 
nomic plan] for an immediate and dramatic 
reduction in government spending would 
do more harm than good.” The immediate 
ramifications would be similar to those out¬ 
lined above as well as including a reduc¬ 
tion in the budget for the public education 
system and the National Parks Service; all of 
which is very troubling in the long run. 
Based on all of this, we see that Coc¬ 
ciardi’s perfect world in which the Repub¬ 
licans are the crusaders of the common 
man is actually a fictional utopia. Rather, 
it would appear that "the Right" is trying 
to tear the country down from the inside, 
all the while parading around as if they 
have begun a mission to restore America’s 
former glory. 
mise to find mutually acceptable solu¬ 
tions to the challenges America faces, 
substantive policy outcomes are unlike¬ 
ly to be reached in spite of an insistence 
for change. 
Since the rally, Stewart has received 
criticism from Democrats and Republi¬ 
cans for stepping out of comedy into the 
political sphere. Democrats are unhappy 
that Stewart failed to endorse Democratic 
candidates. Meanwhile, Republicans com¬ 
plain that Stewart showed too much favor 
for Democratic interests. 
Regardless of partisan disapproval, 
Stewart’s rally revealed him as highly 
political and demonstrated that many 
Americans do not care about partisan 
battles and instead desire problem solv¬ 
ing. Democrats and Republicans should 
heed Stewart’s call for reasoned discus¬ 
sion because if the problems faced today 
are not dealt with, they will become more 
difficult to solve in the future. 
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From Wall Street to College Street RAconfirms 
Eric Towne, Assistant in Instruction, continues his love for math newSCC members 
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY 
PALO PEIRCE 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
1. Where are you from? 
I grew up in Wisconsin, where for 
one summer job I got the chance to use 
the mathematical technique of Fourier 
transforms to study (what else?) cows. 
2. Where did you attend college? 
I attended Harvard at the same time 
that Matt Damon was there, though I 
don't think I ever met him. I did know 
the real Skylar on whom the Skylar char¬ 
acter in Good Will Hunting was based. 
Unlike in Matt's case, no big Hollywood 
career called me away, so I stayed long 
enough to graduate. 
3. Your online Bates profile says 
that you previously worked at Gold¬ 
man Sachs. Could you explain your 
responsibilities and your duties 
there? 
I was working with bond deriva¬ 
tives. I used calculus and probability 
in writing computer programs to value 
products that were intended to reduce 
various risks, such as the risk to a bor¬ 
rower if interest rates suddenly rose. 
I developed a few models for pricing 
new derivatives that we were starting 
to offer to clients. Financial derivatives 
have been around for a very long time, 
even longer than mathematical deriva¬ 
tives, but they have certainly become 
much more widely used and much 
more complex in recent years, which is 
why there's such demand on Wall Street 
for people who can do math. I was 
surprised to find that firms were will¬ 
ing to hire people like me who have 
never even taken an economics course. 
In fact, at one of my first interviews, I 
realized that I didn't even know the dif¬ 
ference between a stock and a bond. 
4. What kind of bonds did you work 
with? 
I worked with municipal bonds and 
U.S. Treasury bonds. 
5. Why did you elect to join aca¬ 
demia? 
Although I enjoyed working at 
Goldman Sachs, I preferred the academ¬ 
ic lifestyle, so I returned to Harvard to 
teach for a few years before coming to 
Bates. I like the flexibility that academia 
offers, such as the freedom to ride my 
bike to work instead of taking the sub¬ 
way, and I enjoy meeting lots of new 
students every year. 
6. What kind of bike do you ride? 
How far is your daily commute? 
I ride a touring bike to make it easier 
to carry things back and forth between 
my house and campus. I have a 2006 
Trek 520 that I ride unless the weather 
is wet or snowy, in which case I ride a 
1995 Cannondale 700. 
My usual commute to Bates is a 
round trip of 28 miles because I like to 
go around Lake Auburn. When it gets 
very cold in the winter, I take a shorter 
route of only 20 miles. 
7. More specifically, why did you 
choose the subject of math? 
Good math can be like good po¬ 
etry; both can compress a tremen¬ 
dous amount of beauty and profundity 
into a very small number of symbols. 
For example, math has the formula 
(eAni)+l=0, an equation that relates 
five of the most important numbers we 
know. This result is so awe-inspiring 
that many people have gotten it tat¬ 
tooed on their bodies. 
8. What are your responsibilities in 
the math department? 
I work with students in several cours¬ 
es, including Calculus 1 and 2, Graph 
Algorithms, and our Short Term course 
known as Math Camp, where students 
spend five hours a day four days a 
week learning how to think like math¬ 
ematicians. I also help students with 
the mathematical software: Maple and 
LaTeX. 
9. What are your goals for the math 
department? 
Enrollment in our math courses and 
our numbers of majors and minors have 
all risen significantly in recent years, so 
it seems that math is becoming more 
and more popular. I hope we can con¬ 
tinue this trend and help more students 
appreciate the beauty and the utility of 
math. Math is important in many fields, 
and there is much interest these days 
in integrating math with other subjects, 
so I hope we will be able to work with 
other departments to do this at Bates. 
GARDINER NARDINI 
DEPUTY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
The Representative Assembly (RA) 
held an emergency meeting last Thurs¬ 
day, Nov. 4th to vote on two Student 
Conduct Committee (SCC) member ap¬ 
pointments. The sudden resignation of 
one former member, the reasons for 
which were not made public, prompt¬ 
ed the abrupt need to fill spots on the 
committee. 
The emergency meeting was re¬ 
quested at the Nov. 1st convening of 
the RA, after two appointees were sub¬ 
mitted to the assembly for a vote of 
approval. Representatives quickly ex¬ 
pressed doubt at the methodology that 
had been used to pick the replacement 
candidates: initially, only students who 
had applied to join the SCC at the be¬ 
ginning of the year were notified and 
called back for interviews. This was 
deemed unfair by multiple members of 
the assembly, who insisted on a more 
democratic process in which the entire 
student body would be notified of the 
openings and offered the chance to ap¬ 
ply. 
Announce e-mail was subsequent¬ 
ly sent out conveying this information, 
to which 16 students responded. New 
applicants were interviewed between 
Nov. 1st and the emergency meeting 
on Nov. 4th, and the two chosen at the 
end of this process were presented to 
the RA for consideration at Thursday’s 
meeting. 
Both of the proposed members 
were voted in by majority. One of the 
appointees will join the SCC for the re¬ 
mainder of the academic year, filling 
the current vacancy. The other appoin¬ 
tee will not become an active member 
of the committee until winter 2011 
when another seat opens up, but was 
chosen in advance so that the Deans 
could save resources training both new 
members simultaneously. 
The RA held its routine meeting this 
Monday, Nov. 8th, at which three co¬ 
sponsorship fund requests were sub¬ 
mitted for approval. 
The Fencing Club, which did not 
request a budget for the 2010-2011 
fiscal-year and thus currently has no 
monetary resources, requested $1,485 
to purchase new equipment. According 
to Treasurer Hunter Archibald T2, the 
organization hopes 
to eventually grow 
into a club sport 
and needs this 
money to purchase 
competition-ready 
equipment. “About 
15 students partici¬ 
pate in this almost 
every day, and they don’t have proper 
gear for competitive fencing,” he ex¬ 
plained. According to Archibald, the 
club hopes to eventually see inter-col¬ 
legiate activity with nearby schools like 
Bowdoin and Colby, who both have 
more established fencing organizations. 
A second request was made by the 
Students for Peace and Justice in Pales¬ 
tine for $2271.30 to help bring a Unit¬ 
ed Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) photography exhibit to cam¬ 
pus for two weeks. The display show¬ 
cases the lives of Palestinian refugees 
and imagery from other work done by 
the agency in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 
A third and final request was sub¬ 
mitted by The Bates Student newspaper 
for $14,620 to purchase seven Hewlett- 
Packard (HP) workstation units and 11 
HP monitors. Palo Peirce T2, Managing 
News Editor for The Student, had pre¬ 
sented a similar request to the RA one 
week earlier, but deliberation on the 
grant was postponed so the editorial 
staff could obtain an exact price quote 
for a newly discovered five-year war¬ 
ranty deal. 
The Student receives its budget al¬ 
location at the beginning of each year 
from the Student Activities Office and 
historically has not received money 
through the RA. In order to update its 
computer system mid-year, it was pro¬ 
posed that funding be allocated via a 
co-sponsorship grant and then paid 
back from The Student’s official bud¬ 
get, which would be increased to repay 
the co-sponsorship fund over the next 
two years. 
All three proposals were passed in¬ 
dividually by majority vote. 
RA members also discussed a reso¬ 
lution regarding the lack of paper tow¬ 
els in certain dormitories on campus. 
Bates College Student Government 
(BCSG) Chair Eliot West T3 contended 
that the absence of paper towel dis¬ 
pensers reduces the incentive for stu¬ 
dents to wash their hands, due to the 
difficulty of drying hands with electri¬ 
cal units. Further, he argued, it creates 
an unequal distribution of dormitory 
amenities, among students who pay the 
same housing fee. It was noted by some 
that paper towels are also instrumental 
to clean up efforts that extend beyond 
bodily hygiene, like liquid spills. 
Athletic Committee member Nora 
Hanagan T3 brought up a new initia¬ 
tive to inform student athletes that ulti¬ 
mately, professors can approve or deny 
student requests to miss class for athlet¬ 
ic competitions. “In the end, the profes¬ 
sor has the last say. For example, if you 
forgot to e-mail your professor about 
your athletic schedule, and you missed 
a test, they can fail you,” she explained. 
Hanagan noted that the Athletic Com¬ 
mittee hopes to create a pamphlet to 
spread awareness of the official policy 
on missing class for athletic activities. 
DEB MACK/THE BATES STUDENT 
Though Eric Towne isn’t a professor, his role in Bates Mathematics is tremendous: he 
teaches Calculus, Graphing Algorithms and Math Camp, organizes online resources 
for the Math Department, and instructs students in various types of math software. 
And he gets to ride his bike to work every day. 
BC 
SG 
Kates '83 discusses benefits of liberal 
arts education in tech and science industries 
Validity of 
survey 
questioned by 
College 
Sustainability 
Coordinator 
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sources and recycles 80 percent of din¬ 
ing waste.” 
Bates' performance in the category 
"Food and Recyling" declined from last 
year, when it received an "A." ”1 don't 
know why this happened," said Rosen- 
bach. "There's no explanation for this." 
In contrast to the “B-” grade from 
SEI, in 2009 Bates was one of 15 U.S. 
schools to be placed on the Princeton 
Review’s Green Honor Roll. “I don’t 
think that reflects where we are,” said 
Rosenbach. “But neither does a B-." 
SEI’s Report Card, though only one 
of many assessments of an institution’s 
environmental performance, typically 
attracts the most attention and is one 
of the most comprehensive, according 
to an article published on Inside Higher 
Ed’s web site. 
However, a number of public and 
private institutions including Bates are 
beginning to question SEI’s and other 
organizations’ methodologies in rating 
institutions. Most rely on self-reported 
data by colleges. 
“There has been a recent trend 
among college sustainability programs 
to move away from surveys in general,” 
said Rosenbach. “SEI and other organi¬ 
zations are not transparent in how they 
do their grading and it is hard to com¬ 
pare sustainability programs across in¬ 
stitutions when surveys use completely 
different criteria. You are also usually 
penalized if you don’t know the an¬ 
swer,” Rosenbach explained. 
Instead, there has been a move¬ 
ment among colleges and universities- 
to adopt the Sustainability Tracking and 
Rating System (STARS), first launched 
in 2009 by the Association for the Ad¬ 
vancement of Sustainability in Higher 
Education (AASHE). As of fall 2010, 150 
institutions have signed as charter par¬ 
ticipants of the first version of STARS. 
“STARS is a self-evaluation tool rath¬ 
er than an independent organization 
that ranks schools,” said Rosenbach. 
This assessment, unlike SEI’s Report 
Card, which does not disclose its scor¬ 
ing formula, clarifies how questions are 
weighted and provides the equation 
used to calculate a score. 
“This new assessment tool is excit¬ 
ing because it is a good step in captur¬ 
ing campus sustainability as a whole,” 
said Rosenbach. “We can now define 
how to measure what we are talking 
about so that it is consistent across in¬ 
stitutions. STARS will allow us to bench¬ 
mark ourselves against other schools 
and measure our own progress," she 
said. 
Many college sustainability coordi¬ 
nators have called for a standardized, 
objective evaluation of campus environ¬ 
mental friendliness, rejecting traditional 
surveys and adopting STARS. “There 
was a letter sent out this year signed by 
24 institutions that this is the last year 
they will be filling out such surveys,” 
said Rosenbach. 
The goal for AAHSE, according to 
Associate Director Julian Dautremont- 
Smith, is to have STARS reach the same 
accepted standard that Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) certification has achieved in 
evaluating buildings. 
“It’s really important that all adopt 
STARS because it’s going to help us 
compare and contrast sustainability 
across schools more accurately,” said 
Rosenbach. “Bates is going to move for¬ 
ward with STARS and we would love to 
have students be involved.” 
HUNTER ARCHIBALD 
STAFF WRITER 
Despite its relatively small science 
programs and lack of an engineering 
school, Bates affords its students nu¬ 
merous opportunities to pursue careers 
in science and medicine, according to 
Dr. Stephen Kates ’83, Vice President of 
Research and Development at his Mas¬ 
sachusetts-based company Ischemix. 
In a presentation sponsored by the 
Chemistry department, Kates shared his 
experiences developing prescription 
drugs and submitting them for approval 
for sale in the United States. 
Kates described the massive 
LePage 
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The Republican Party also gained 
control of the State Senate, capturing 
20 seats to the Democrats' 14. Repub¬ 
licans now hold 77 seats, while Demo¬ 
crats hold only 73 in the State House. 
Republicans have not held the House, 
Senate and governor’s office in Maine 
since 1964. 
“This was not just a great election for 
the people of the United States but for 
the people of Maine,” said Matt Coc- 
ciardi ’ll, President of the Bates Re¬ 
publicans. “Under the leadership of 
Governor-elect LePage, Maine will cut 
taxes and spending. The most impor¬ 
tant thing to do is cut spending and 
entitlement programs which have sky¬ 
rocketed under the Baldacci Adminis¬ 
tration and left Maine in the economic 
disaster it is facing today.” 
This sentiment is rejected by Demo¬ 
crats both at Bates and across the state. 
Isobcl Moiles ’ll, member of the Bates 
Democrats, noted that Democrats were 
very aware of the potential outcome of 
this high stakes election. “A lot of our 
amount of time and money that are re¬ 
quired for a single drug to be approved 
by the U.S. Food and Drug Administra¬ 
tion (FDA). Rigorous federal standards 
require prospective drug makers to 
complete several stages in proving the 
efficacy and safety of their new drugs. 
One of the stages, called the New Drug 
Application (NDA), required Kates to 
submit as a 9,000 page application to 
the FDA. The total cost of his submis¬ 
sion was roughly $1 million. 
Another stage of approval is the 
clinical trial, where the drug is tested 
on humans. No Bates student should 
participate in any such trial regardless 
of financial incentives, Kates said. 
fears have come to fruition," she said. 
"With the new legislative landscape, 
we’re facing threats to healthcare re¬ 
form." The election of LePage in par¬ 
ticular marked a dramatic shift in the 
wrong direction, she said. “He simply 
does not reflect the majority of Main¬ 
ers.” 
While Lewiston voted heavily in fa¬ 
vor of LePage, the four incumbent rep¬ 
resentatives of the city, all Democrats, 
as well as the one incumbent state 
senator, were re-elected fairly easily. 
“This will be a new experience for all 
of us Democrats in the Maine House 
and Senate,” said Richard Wagner, Rep¬ 
resentative of Legislature District 73 
and Professor Emeritus of Psychology 
at Bates. “It has been years since the 
House of Representatives had a Repub¬ 
lican majority. But our major concern 
will be to ensure that the interests of 
people in the Lewiston-Auburn area 
continue to be heard and responded to 
as fully as possible.” 
Wagner offered his thoughts on the 
Republican victories, arguing that much 
of it can be be attributed to events on 
the national level. “People are frustrat¬ 
ed, understandably. And unfortunately, 
they want results ‘yesterday,’ which just 
In the coming months, Ischemix 
will begin recruitment for its drug to 
treat ischemia reperfusion, a cardiovas¬ 
cular disease. Kates has also recently 
submitted another several-thousand 
page NDA for an endocrine drug. If 
either of the drugs is approved, Isch¬ 
emix, comprised of only six employees, 
would likely be purchased by a larger 
drug company. 
A chemistry major at Bates, Kates 
said that his alma mater prepared him 
well for graduate school and a career 
in drug research. He noted that Bates 
taught him to read and write effective¬ 
ly; skills which he has used in writing 
his applications to the FDA. 
isn’t possible in today’s world,” he said. 
“Democrats have not been effective in 
getting their message across. The party 
must promote a sense of hope again, 
rather than one of despair, which just 
feeds into the sense of change being 
the way to handle every problem.” 
As a Lewiston Representative, Wag¬ 
ner pointed out that his job is to con¬ 
tinue to protect and support the most 
needy and vulnerable citizens in the 
community, a call he extended to Bates. 
“There are many difficulties facing local 
citizens,” he said. “As they have in the 
past, Batesies can make a tremendous 
difference in Lewiston-Auburn lives.” 
Despite the Republican takeover 
of Maine’s legislative and executive 
branches, Chellie Pingree of the first 
district and Mike Michaud of the sec¬ 
ond held onto their seats in the U.S. 
Congress, winning 56.79 percent and 
55.12 percent of their respective vote. 
Lewiston is part of the second Con¬ 
gressional District, and the city cast 
59-56 percent of its votes for Michaud, 
the district’s representative. Neither of 
Maine’s senators, both moderate Re¬ 
publicans, was up for re-election this 
year. 
- )t Pat e£ i§>tubent 
Seniors steal the show in fall 
HILLARY FINK 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
This past weekend a talented cast 
of Bates students presented the the¬ 
ater department’s fall production “Hotel 
Universe,” taking audiences in Gannet 
Theater on two separate but intertwined 
journeys: one back in time to the late 
1920s, and another through the tor¬ 
tured and twisted minds of a group of 
wealthy, Jazz Age Americans abroad. 
“Hotel Universe” starts with a fa¬ 
miliar situation: after a long vacation, a 
group of travelers are beginning to grate 
on one another. The things that were 
once unusual quirks or annoying ten¬ 
dencies are beginning to become un¬ 
bearable. However, it quickly becomes 
clear that the reason these vacationers 
are on edge is due to a traumatic event: 
they’ve watched a fellow vacationer 
commit suicide by jumping off a cliff. 
A dramatic and morbid tone per¬ 
vades the entire play. However, as time 
passes, the scenarios become less and 
less familiar to the viewer. What starts 
as a “comedy of manners” morphs into 
a philosophical exercise, as the charac¬ 
ters, both willingly and through deceit, 
explore the depths of their psyches in 
an effort to explain their adult person¬ 
alities. 
“Hotel Universe” was written by ac¬ 
claimed playwright Philip Barry, best 
known for “The Philadelphia Story.” At 
the time of its release, “Hotel Universe” 
was less well received, but this is likely 
due in part to the dramatic and difficult 
nature of the story. However, though it 
was originally staged in 1929, the cast 
was impressively able to inhabit their 
characters without reinterpreting the 
play to suit modern sensibilities. 
“Hotel Universe” plays out in real 
time over the course of two hours. All 
of the action takes place on the terrace 
at the home of Ann Field, an American 
who has moved to France with her ail¬ 
ing father. The other characters include 
Pat Farley, her former beau, Tom and 
Hope Ames, a married couple, Norman 
Rose, a successful Jewish businessman, 
Alice Kendall, a seemingly ditzy flapper 
and Lily Malone, a dramatic actress. The 
play commences at 9 p.m. as the char¬ 
acters are spending the remaining two 
hours of their trip together. The audi¬ 
ence is dropped right in the middle of 
the action with no context, forcing them 
to spend much of the first half of the 
play figuring out each character’s back¬ 
ground. 
The stunning set immersed students 
into the F. Scott Fitzergerald-esque world 
of the play. The versatility of Gannet 
theatre production 
Theater was put to exceptionally good 
use as the space was transformed by 
an exquisitely constructed terrace and 
house exterior. The set extended into 
the middle of the room, with the audi¬ 
ence seated against two walls. Though 
the staging occasionally obscured cer¬ 
tain actors from view, it added to the 
realism, making the audience members 
feel like voyeurs looking in on an actual 
party. 
The play’s credibility was also 
heightened by the lack of an intermis¬ 
sion. Though some audience members 
may have felt that two hours was too 
long to go without a break, it was the 
right choice dramatically, as the script 
From left to right: 
Drew Gallagher '11 and 
Schuyler Rooth 'll, Alina 
Volobuyeva 'll and Rooth, 
and Rory Cosgrove 'll, all in 
"Hotel Universe." 
Photos by Maddy Tallas/The Bates Student 
has no obvious stopping point. Though 
it was somewhat taxing on the audi¬ 
ence, halting the action of the play at 
an arbitrary point would have been a 
disservice to the writing. 
While all nine cast members did an 
excellent job with what they were given, 
the male roles in particular allowed the 
actors to display their range. In particu¬ 
lar, the three male seniors Drew Galla¬ 
gher, Tim Fox and Rory Cosgrove stole 
the show. Their roles afforded each the 
opportunity to inhabit several charac¬ 
ters, and it was clear that they were giv¬ 
en a great deal of freedom. Gallagher in 
particular displayed impressive dramatic 
and comedic abilities. Those who were 
unable to see “Hotel Universe” should 
certainly attempt to see this talented 
cast in other performances, whatever 
they may be. 
Global Lens showcases international film, struggles with student viewership 
CHARLES THAXTON 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Though the College does not of¬ 
fer a formal Film major, students have 
over the years found ways to foster and 
develop their interest in film, mainly 
through clubs, screenings, and the 
handful of film classes the English, The¬ 
atre and other departments may offer. 
This enthusiasm has a way of waxing 
and waning and sometimes particularly 
deserving series may slip under the ra¬ 
dar of student attention. 
The Global Lens Film Initiative is an 
international organization that facilitates 
the distribution of independent, interna¬ 
tional films, especially from Asia, Africa 
and Central and South America, across 
the United States. For three years the 
film series has been available on cam¬ 
pus through The College Museum of 
Art. 
Curator of Museum Education An¬ 
thony Shostak organizes the series, and 
commented over email about its merits. 
“There has been a fair bit of talk about 
film studies over the years, and this 
seems like a great way to inject some 
great films into the Bates experience at 
a very reasonable cost,” he said. 
Still, the series has struggled this 
year in finding student interest. Shostak 
mentioned student protests about the 
series’ Friday night screenings: “Atten¬ 
dance has always been an issue for us. 
Two students once actually admonished 
me to not screen the films Friday eve¬ 
nings, since this is ‘when Bates parties.’” 
Shostak explained. “At a school priding 
itself on the intellectual caliber and curi¬ 
osity of its students, we have a Museum 
program being criticized because it con¬ 
flicts with getting inebriated.” 
While this certainly doesn’t paint 
a flattering picture of students, there 
doesn’t seem to be an alterative or op¬ 
portune weekly time to show the films. 
Even so, the group has tried their best 
to accommodate student schedules. 
With help of Museum interns Macken¬ 
zie Morton ’ll and Marta Solomianko 
’ll, Shokstak has moved the screenings 
from Olin to the Ronj, scheduled addi¬ 
tional screenings for Mondays at 8 p.m., 
and raised student awareness about the 
series. 
While it might not be generating 
student interest on a massive scale, 
many have found the series interest¬ 
ing and valuable. One of the series’ 
recent offerings was “Leo’s Room”, an 
Uruguayan film whose title character 
confronts social attitudes about sexual¬ 
ity and romance. Alex Streim ’ll, who 
studied abroad in Montevideo, recalled 
many of the film’s locales.He even rec¬ 
ognized one of the film’s actors as his 
program leader. “Montevideo is steeped 
in a strong sense of community, and of 
mutual respect; that Leo is nevertheless 
so loathe to make public his ‘discovery’ 
speaks to the personal challenge it pos¬ 
es." 
The Global Lens initiative allows 
students a glimpse into independent 
and international film culture, an op¬ 
portunity unique to the series, since 
the Student Activities Office’s Filmboard 
seems to feature strictly commercial 
films. The Museum offers “a series that 
has relevance to the curriculum and to 
areas of faculty and student research, 
and that presents films grappling with 
serious social issues in countries and 
cultures across the globe,” Shostak ex¬ 
plained. 
Shostak was hopeful but cautious in 
his assessment of the series. “If interest 
in the series does not pick up, we will 
have to reconsider allocating resources 
to presenting it.” 
Interested students can view the se¬ 
ries weekly, Friday and Monday nights 
at 8 p.m. in the Ronj. 
PHI 227's conceptualist art invites public participation 
COURTESY PHOTO/OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA RELATIONS 
Visiting Assistant Professor William Seeley and Mike Kelan 'll draw in the second 
floor lobby of the Olin Arts Center using Sol LeWitt's conceptualist methods. 
HANNAH ZWEIFLER 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
What constitutes art? What makes 
an artist? These are some of the dif¬ 
ficult questions that the students of Pro¬ 
fessor William Seeley’s class “Philoso¬ 
phy of Art” (PHI 227) sought to address 
through a collaborative, public art in¬ 
stallation on campus. Between Oct. 3rd 
and 5th of last week, Batesies walking 
through the second floor lobby in Olin 
were greeted by a large-scale, abstract 
art piece in-progress and an open invi¬ 
tation to parcipate. 
PHI 227 based the collaborative 
project on the style of conceptualist 
artist Sol LeWitt. Olivia DaDalt T2 ex¬ 
plained that “to LeWitt, being an artist is 
about ideas.” Rory Cosgrove 'll agreed: 
according to LeWitt, he explained, it’s 
not the actual making of art that is im¬ 
portant. Professor Seeley added that Le¬ 
Witt considered the aesthetic pleasure 
tied to art merely “perfunctory.” 
For this reason, LeWitt did not ac¬ 
tually make many of his artworks. In¬ 
stead, he would “write out a series of 
instructions for realizing a set of care¬ 
fully planned geometric marks and send 
them to the museum, gallery, or site 
where the work was to be installed,” ex¬ 
plained an email advertising the project. 
In this way, his concepts, or instructions 
were his artwork. 
Draftsmen rendered LeWitt’s art sim¬ 
ply by following a set of instructions; 
variations in LeWitt’s works naturally 
ensued from the ways his craftspeople 
would interpret them. Therefore, Pro¬ 
fessor Seeley claimed, two pieces by 
Sol LeWitt could differ significantly, but 
because a single conceptualization ren¬ 
dered by LeWitt was the basis for both, 
they must be considered identical art¬ 
works. 
To carry out the project, students in 
the course submitted four instructions 
such as: “draw an acute triangle larger 
than a circle.” Seeley then electronically 
randomized the statements to create 
several pages worth of instructions. 
Students and professors passing 
through Olin—Professor Nicoletti of 
the studio art department was seen 
participating—were, all at once, able to 
perform a single instruction using the 
rulers, chalk lines, oil pastels, and com¬ 
passes provided. While “draftsmen” 
were allowed to interpret their instruc¬ 
tion in whatever way they pleased, par¬ 
ticipants were reminded not to diverge 
from it since doing so would be to di¬ 
verge from the artist’s work. Professor 
Seeley also encouraged participants to 
consider the overall composition of the 
piece when making their marks. 
Students did not have to be con¬ 
cerned, however, with aesthetic value. 
“If you become aesthetically attached to 
it, you’ve lost the art,” Seeley said. 
So, what should one make of Le¬ 
Witt’s theory of art? Can simply writing 
a set of instructions really make some¬ 
one an artist? 
Seeley suggested that inquiring 
minds consider Renaissance art: its 
foundations are the conceptualization 
of line to render linear perspective, he 
noted. LeWitt’s work is fundamentally 
the same except that “he is taking the 
subject out.” 
Master artists, such as Titian, em¬ 
ployed students to work in their studios 
and paint their works. The sculptor Ro¬ 
din made his plaster casts, but let others 
cast them into their bronze or marble 
versions, Seeley added. 
But if philosophizing about art is too 
much to handle, the work added a bit of 
color to campus, especially against the 
fading fall foliage. 
The students of PHI 227 weren’t 
quite finished pondering LeWitt’s art in 
the context of the many theories they 
have studied this semester. When asked 
whether he thought Bates administra¬ 
tors would ever consider allowing Bates 
students to make a piece like this a per¬ 
manent artwork for campus— especial¬ 
ly in light of recent efforts to increase 
public art—Cosgrove was optimistic. 
“Yeah, I drink they would.” 
CHARLES THAXTON 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
This week, WRBC has chosen a 
junior-trio for the radiowave spotlight. 
Jake Hershey ‘12, Ian Dulin ‘12 and Sam 
Gretz ‘12 comprise “Super Happy Fun 
Time,” a variety show of sorts, that airs 
Monday mornings, from 6 a.m. to 8 a.m. 
The group, which is named after a 
hyperactive Japanese game show of the 
same title, defines itself with humor and 
range on the air, “We’re really very open 
to just about everything. Last week we 
played the 1812 Overture as well as a 
call-in request for a band called colon- 
blow,” said Hershey. 
The friends have been involved with 
WRBC previously; Hershey and Dulin 
had a program together last year: “2 
Guys One Cup”. 
To keep things interesting, the three 
have created on air personalities, in¬ 
cluding some pseudonymous DJ titles: 
Dulin, of Bennington, VT is “Dirty Skit¬ 
tles”, Gretz of Bethesda, MD is “Clown- 
baby” and Sherborn, MA native Hershey 
is “Panther Hands.” 
Their early-bird hours beget some 
odd call-in requests, but the group 
surely has the humor and ease to match 
them. “Sometimes we get some odd 
ones. We actually got one once where 
the guy asked us if we knew any good 
radio stations,” Hershey noted. 
The juniors emphasized their en¬ 
thusiasm for campus radio, "WRBC is a 
great place to hear new music,” claimed 
Hershey. Despite the sunrise timeslot, 
the three find a way to celebrate their 
placement.“Safe harbor hours rule.” 
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"No-Nation Woman": 
Transnational poet finds 
home for her words at Bates 
CHARLES THAXTON 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Professor of English Lavina Dhingra 
welcomed poet and scholar Meena Al¬ 
exander to a group of students, staff, 
faculty and community members last 
Wednesday, Oct. 3rd, in Chase Hall 
Lounge. The evening’s reading was 
sponsored by the Bates Learning Asso¬ 
ciates, the Department of English and 
the Office of Intercultural Education. In 
addition to the evening’s reading, Alex¬ 
ander met with several classes earlier in 
the day to discuss her poetry in depth. 
Dhingra praised Alexander’s “poet¬ 
ics of dislocation”—which happens to 
be the title of one of Alexander’s lat¬ 
est volumes—and “her lifelong search 
for home.” Indeed, much of Alexander’s 
life has been spent in transit between 
nations and iterary forms. Alexander 
has lived on four continents, spending 
most of her childhood between Kerala 
in Southern India and Khartoum, Su¬ 
dan’s capital city. Though Alexander 
might hesitate to call herself an Ameri¬ 
can poet, Dhingra placed Alexander’s 
poetry in the grand American tradition 
alongside Whitman, Dickinson and T.S. 
Eliot. Her themes, especially her poetry 
of the troubled landscape of post-9/11 
Manhattan, locate Alexander in serious 
thematic territory. Still, Alexander’s es- 
sense is that of a traveler and a journey- 
er. “For migrants, every home is already 
at the edge of the world," Professor 
Dingrah said, welcoming Alexander to 
the lectern. 
Alexander thanked the room for 
their interest and Dingrah for the intro¬ 
duction. She proceeded to read from 
her newest volume of poetry, “Quickly 
Changing River: Poems,” which was 
published in 2008. The first poem, 
“Cosmopolitan,” was written at the re¬ 
quest of a Singaporean friend, it chal¬ 
lenged notions that Alexander is simply 
a worldly tourist, reading “Sometimes I 
cannot tell mulberry skin / From blood 
on the hands of children.” Alexander 
locates life, and color even in the most 
warn of places. “Pacing the ill lit plat¬ 
form / I heard the bird of heaven call,” 
she read. New York City often figured 
in Alexander’s poetry, and she even 
mentioned that her best poems were 
penned while on the subway. Alexan¬ 
der moved between thoughtful reflec¬ 
tion and a more active poetry of move¬ 
ment and physicality, “Odd questions 
massed in me. / Who knows my name 
or where my skin was tom?” 
“Pale Blouses” focused on Alexan¬ 
der’s two sisters, “a special configura¬ 
tion,” as she described it, while “The 
Buddhas of Bamiyan” discussed the 
Taliban’s destruction of the giant stone 
Buddhas in Afghanistan. “The eyes are 
several rooftops wide,” Alexander read, 
describing the statues’ massive scale, 
she chronicled their sabotage, and al¬ 
luding to Afghanistan’s violent recent 
history, “Their words shutter in the des¬ 
ert storm,” she read. 
Alexander then read “Closing the 
Kamasutra,” a sonnet she wrote when 
editing an anthology of Indian love 
poetry. Many of the poems, Alexander 
realized, were indebted to the sexual/ 
religious text, and as many of the poets 
looked to the Kamasutra for inspiration, 
Alexander wanted to create an ode, not 
against the book, but without its help, 
“If we live together much longer / I’ll 
become a cloud in my own soul,” she 
read. 
The last few poems of the evening 
were from Alexander’s newly com¬ 
pleted manuscript, entitled “Sand, Mu¬ 
sic.” The series Alexander presented 
from this book concerned the crayon 
drawings of war-orphaned children in 
Sudan’s Darfur region. The title poem 
addressed the children’s drawings and 
stories, often surrounding weapons and 
combat: “We do not know who we are, 
or what songs we might sing.” 
The world seems to be against these 
children, but in their artwork, Alexander 
saw hope. “I am your language, do not 
cover me,” one line read. “I am burn¬ 
ing in what you take to be the present 
tense,” protested another. 
“Birthplace (With Buried Stone)” 
was Alexander’s final poem of the eve¬ 
ning, a “lyric autobiography” she called 
it. Its numbered stanzas closely traced 
Alexander’s childhood, from her birth, 
“I came into this world in an Allahabad 
hospital / Close to a smelly cow pas¬ 
ture,” to her poetic inspiration, through 
“The unspeakable hurt of history,” and 
“the elements of vocal awakening: / 
Crud, spittle, snot, menstrual blistering 
/ Also infant steps, a child’s hunger, a 
woman’s rage.” Alexander is an omniv¬ 
orous consumer with global vision; “All 
this flows into me as mottled memory, 
/ Mixed with syllables of sweat, gashed 
syntax.” 
Alexander concluded to much ap¬ 
plause and then took questions from 
the audience. When asked how, per¬ 
sonally, poetry serves her, Alexander 
said that, to her, poetry is “the music of 
survival. Almost like breathing. It clari¬ 
fies the world, if only provisionally,” of¬ 
fering “a momentary grace.” A student 
asked about Alexander’s struggle to find 
a home, which the author attributed to 
her circumstances. She turned five years 
old on the Indian Ocean, between India 
and Sudan. “It would be interesting to 
feel at home everywhere but not have a 
home,” she said. “I mean, I do have an 
apartment,” she clarified. 
One audience member asked if Al¬ 
exander intended to “create revolution” 
with her poetry, but Alexander dis¬ 
missed this broad notion. For her, po¬ 
etry is simple, it “allows us to live with 
tenderness in the world,” It’s more like 
music, “or rather, words aspiring to mu¬ 
sic,” she concluded. 
Alexander, who is Distinguished 
Professor of English at Hunter College 
and the Graduate Center at CUNY in 
New York City, has published six vol¬ 
umes of poetry, edited numerous an¬ 
thologies, and authored two novels, 
alongside several memoirs and essays. 
Alexander is also the recipient of Gug¬ 
genheim, Fulbright and Rockefeller fel¬ 
lowships, as well as grants from the Na¬ 
tional Endowment for the Arts. 
"The Education of a Harvard Guy" 
provides SNCC activist's perspective, 
brings original Freedom Singer 
HILLARY FINK 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Bates is a campus full of civic- 
minded students, many of whom hope 
to spend their lives fighting injustice. 
However, many students may have 
been planning to make a difference in 
these fields after graduation. For some 
students, however, the call to leave 
school and “do good” comes earlier. 
One such individual is John Perdew, 
a white student who dropped out of 
Harvard in the early 1960s to join the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com¬ 
mittee (SNCC) to fight for civil rights in 
the South. 
Last Monday, Nov. 1st, The Multi¬ 
faith Chaplaincy brought Perdew and 
former original Freedom Singer Rutha 
Mae Harris to campus to perform their 
play, “The Education of a Harvard Guy,” 
in Chase Lounge. The performance was 
sponsored by the Chaplaincy as ■ this 
year’s Bertha May Bell Andews Memo¬ 
rial Lecture in Ethics and Education. 
Playwright Curtis L. Williams wrote 
“The Education of a Harvard Guy” 
based on Perdew’s memories to tell 
the story of Perdew’s experiences with 
SNCC and as a member of the Americus 
Four, a group of young men wrongfully 
imprisoned and threatened with the 
death penalty for “assault with intent 
to murder.” In reality, Perdew and his 
fellow SNCC activists were simply part 
of a protest in Amicus, Georgia. Rather 
than plead guilty to a lesser charge and 
agree to never return to Georgia, the 
Americus Four stayed in jail for three 
weeks. They fasted until they were de¬ 
clared not guilty with the help of famed 
African American civil rights lawyer 
C.B. King. 
According to Perdew, he left Har¬ 
vard to earn his degree “on the battle¬ 
field of civil rights.” Raised by parents 
who believed in the importance of 
equality, he felt strongly that his time 
was better served fighting alongside Af¬ 
rican Americans in the south. Perdew 
described SNCC as being “a spirit, an 
attitude, a belief in justice,” and he at¬ 
tempted to infect the audience with that 
spirit during his performance. Rather 
than seeing the civil rights movement 
and the protests of the 1960s as “an¬ 
cient history,” he emphasized that stu¬ 
dents should recognize that there is still 
“lots of work to do.” 
“The Education of a Harvard Guy” 
can be called a play only in the loos¬ 
est sense of the word. Instead of a for¬ 
mal set, there were two signs posted at 
the front of the room, one which read 
“court” and the other “jail,” dividing 
the space into separate settings which 
he seemed to stand in front of when 
talking about his experiences in either 
place. Perdew’s monologue didn’t fol¬ 
low a chronological pattern. The play 
almost seemed as if it were created from 
some sort of a free writing exercise. 
Though everyone was able to grasp the 
central themes, there was limited infor¬ 
mation given about the details of the 
civil rights movement, making parts of 
the play only accessible to those with a 
depth of background information. 
The highlight of the performance 
was Rutha Mae Harris, who was im¬ 
prisoned along with the other Free¬ 
dom Singers. Harris punctuated various 
points in the play with freedom songs 
like “We Shall Overcome.” Her voice 
was incredibly beautiful and powerful. 
Harris sang sitting down on the side 
of the performance space in the front 
of the room. This understated staging 
made her performance all the more 
impressive. It was moving to hear such 
meaningful songs sung by someone 
who experienced such injustice. 
The play was followed by a panel 
of Bates students who, like Perdew, 
have left school to “do good.” Howev¬ 
er, “leaving” was interpreted in various 
ways. Most students on the panel spoke 
about work they do in the Lewiston 
Auburn community. However, others 
spoke about notable abroad experi¬ 
ences or other times where they were 
called off campus. With eight students, 
the panel of juniors and seniors ran 
quite long, but it helped the audience 
tie the spirit of Perdew’s performance to 
the lives of Bates students today. 
"This is a review of 
The Black Keys album" 
LIZ ROWLEY 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Since their formation in 2001, The 
Black Keys have earned an impres¬ 
sive following for their bold brand of 
blues-rock. As of October of this year, 
the group had sold over 1.7 million re¬ 
cords. Their latest release, “Brothers,” is 
no exception to this history of success. 
The broad appeal of the group's latest 
is as evident as the albums blunt cover 
art, which reads in plain print, “This is 
an album by The Black Keys. The name 
of the album is Brothers.” 
The band is comprised of Dan Au¬ 
erbach, lead vocalist and guitarist, and 
Patrick Carney, drummer and producer. 
These boys got their start in Akron, 
Ohio, “The City of Invention.” The band 
take’s its name from an Akron artist 
who used the phrase in an interview 
with Carney’s father, a journalist, as a 
metaphor for something off-center or 
not quite right. Considering the band’s 
history, “off center” accurately describes 
the group’s particular take on the blues. 
The Black Keys released their ap¬ 
propriately titled debut album, “The Big 
Come Up,” a year after they got their 
start. Since that time, they have released 
six more full-length albums and two 
EPs. “Brothers” was released on May 
18th of this year. 
The Black Keys’ latest comes in the 
wake of an odd year for the band. In 
2009, Auerbach went solo and wrote 
and released his album “Keep it Hid.” 
During that year, Carney also formed 
another band, Drummer, and the group 
released their debut album, “Feel Good 
Together.” Auerbach and Carney’s move 
to distance themselves from The Black 
Keys had many questioning whether or 
not the duo had hit a creative wall. 
During 2009, Auerbach and Car¬ 
ney also teamed up with Damon Dash, 
co-founder of Roc-A-Fella Records, to 
produce the album “Blackroc,” an ex¬ 
periment in Hip Hop and Rock fusion. 
The album was well received by crit¬ 
ics and features artists such as Ludacris, 
Wu-Tang Clan, Mos Def and Q-Tip. The 
collaborative work was both innovative 
and successful, and the shift in focus 
seems to be just what the two needed. 
Rather than reinvent their sound, 
Auerbach and Carney took a step in the 
same direction. The result was progress; 
“Brothers” is the group’s tightest album 
to date. The duo’s take on blues-rock 
comes alive in their latest like never be¬ 
fore, and it is triumphant in its force. 
“Tighten Up” is the album’s shin¬ 
ning track. It begins with a swanky 
whistle melody that seduces listen¬ 
ers from the starting second. Carney’s 
drumming is incredibly controlled and 
crashes on throughout the track in a co¬ 
herent structure. 
Even more impressive is Auerbach’s 
vocal range in “Everlasting Light.” This 
is a spectacular track. It is bold, force¬ 
ful and full of faith. Another standout 
track, “Next Girl,” is a sassy, rock and 
roll manifesto that condemns a love in¬ 
terest from a personal past and calls for 
change in future relationships. 
If there is anywhere “Brothers” 
falls short, it is in the album’s length. 
Where it’s good, it’s unbelievable, there¬ 
fore the few tracks that miss the mark 
seem to distract from the album's stron¬ 
gest points. Everyone needs an editor; 
“Brothers” would have benefited from a 
few crucial cuts. 
Overall, “Brothers” is another vic¬ 
tory for The Black Keys. Possibly the 
most inspired intricacy of “Brothers” 
is the way in which the music seems 
to channel Hendrix. This characteristic 
lends a powerful transcendence to the 
album's ambience, thanks to Auerbach 
and Carney’s ability to draw on the his¬ 
tory of sound in their creative process. 
The imagery the album calls to mind 
is therefore epic, and it will lend itself 
to solidifying “Brothers” as an iconic 
achievement in The Black Keys discog¬ 
raphy. 
McDonald '14 finds her style 
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NICOLETTE WHITNEY 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Kaitlin McDonald ’14 became sarto¬ 
rially independent with age. As a resi¬ 
dent of Long Island, NY, she quickly 
surveyed the style in her community. 
She has found the fashion scene to be 
different on Long Island than it is at 
Bates. “There’s a lot of preppy people 
in the area that I live,” she explained. 
At home, her peers dressed pretty 
conventionally; men would wear la¬ 
crosse pinnies and the women would 
wear clothes from Lilly Pulitzer or Polo. 
On Long Island, McDonald wore prep¬ 
py clothes on special occasions. She 
found that everyone in her commu¬ 
nity dressed and acted the same, and 
growing up in this environment pushed 
McDonald toward a more creative per¬ 
sonal style. “I wanted to be my own 
person and people noticed that,” she 
said, “I wanted to follow the road least 
travelled.” 
As a first-year at Bates, McDonald 
is taking a variety of classes but is par¬ 
ticularly interested in sociology. She en¬ 
joys the range of classes and possibili¬ 
ties offered by a liberal arts education. 
McDonald particularly likes the cloth¬ 
ing styles represented at Bates because 
there is such a wide variety. “No one 
tries too hard,” she noted. 
A common practice for many vis¬ 
iting Bates families is to spend more 
time in Freeport than touring around 
the Bates campus, usually a highlight 
for those who love L.L. Bean and their 
classic Maine apparel. Like true Bates 
parents, McDonald’s dress as if they 
were from Maine. “My parents love L.L. 
Bean. My dad is always in flannel shirts 
and jeans. My mom wears sweaters and 
corduroys all the time.” 
Over time, McDonald has also ac¬ 
quired a network of friends who have 
their own fashion blogs and attend 
fashion schools in New York City, like 
the Fashion Institute of Technology. 
McDonald sees her style as basic 
and quite casual, but she incorporates 
small touches that make her outfits 
stand out. “I always have big earrings 
on and always have crazy colors on my 
nails. I love leggings,” she said. McDon¬ 
ald finds herself wearing a lot of jewelry 
and painting her nails often. She origi¬ 
nally attended Sacred Heart Academy, 
a private school where the strict uni¬ 
form policies did not allow for much 
freedom of expression through fashion. 
“Nail polish and jewelry was really all I 
had to work with,” she explained. 
McDonald’s style is adventurous and 
she is often complimented on her many 
accessories. She shops at boutiques in 
the city and other odds and ends stores. 
A large portion of her clothes are from 
H&M and Zara. McDonald and her 
roommate at Bates often share clothes 
and have notably similar styles. Reflect¬ 
ing on style at Bates, McDonald claimed/ 
“If it represents them, then I don’t see 
a problem with the things people wear. 
Their dress represents their personali¬ 
ties, and I think that’s important.” 
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Successful fall season a 
positive sign for women’s 
and men’s rowing 
PHOTO COURTESY/ERIC SCHLESS 
Both the men's and women's rowing teams had strong fall seasons. 
NORA HANAQAN 
STAFF WRITER 
In their short fall season, the men’s 
and women’s rowing teams have per¬ 
formed successfully. The men improved 
their performance in important races 
and increased their depth overall thanks 
to the arrival of first-year recruits and 
experienced veterans. The women con¬ 
tinue to perform at a high level and 
rank second in the nation for Division 
III schools. 
Thanks to top finishes at the Quin- 
sigamond Snake Regatta, the Head of 
the Charles regatta, the CBB Chase and 
the Green Monster Regatta, both teams 
look poised to make strong showings 
in the championship season this coming 
spring. They have also been honored 
with invitations to the San Diego Crew 
Classics, a national event with teams 
from all divisions, in the spring. 
Despite harsh conditions at the first 
regatta of the season, the Quinsigam- 
ond Snake Regatta, the women placed 
first and the men took second. In their 
first performance since placing second 
at nationals last spring, the women beat 
out 24 other teams. The squad’s time of 
17:04 surpassed second place Wesley¬ 
an by 10 seconds. The Varsity “A” boat 
is comprised of senior coxswain Nora 
Collins, seniors Emma White, Rebecca 
Waldo and Hannah Richardson, juniors 
Haley Sive and Kelsey Dion, and soph¬ 
omores Lauren Hadiaris and Catherine 
Tuttle. 
Meanwhile, the men’s Varsity “A” 
boat placed ahead of 19 other teams 
with a time of 15:00.88, losing only to 
first place Holy Cross. Also competing 
that day was a men’s four boat, which 
placed ninth out of 19 teams. The Bates 
“A” boat includes senior coxswain Gabe 
Silverman, seniors Joseph Nowak and 
Jason Weeks, juniors Peter K. Miller and 
Peter C. Miller, and sophomores Peter 
Haley, Andre Gobbo, Jordy Winslow 
and Matt Johns. 
For the weekend of Oct. 23rd, the 
Bobcats travelled down to Boston for 
their most important regatta of the sea¬ 
son, the Head of the Charles. The race 
included 31 teams of Collegiate Eights 
for the women and 42 teams for the 
men. The women took third, improv¬ 
ing greatly on their 12th place finish in 
the same race last year. The team’s time 
of 17:04.45 trailed only Ithaca and Wil¬ 
liams. 
The men also greatly improved on 
their 15th place position from last year, 
coming in 10th with a time of 5:29.72. 
They just missed ninth place, which 
Army won by less than two seconds. In 
the collegiate four’s race, the men also 
took 10th overall out of 41 teams, and 
third among NESCAC teams. The boat 
included first-year coxswain Joseph 
Santos, first-years Jon Frye, Hank Sch- 
less and Garland Ditz and senior Harry 
Chung. 
At the CBB Chase, the last race for 
most of the women’s and men’s mem¬ 
bers, both varsity “A” boats placed first 
against NESCAC rivals Bowdoin and 
Colby. 
For the men, the varsity “A” boat 
placed first in a time of 10:11, nine sec¬ 
onds faster than the second place fin¬ 
isher. They were followed by Colby’s 
varsity “A” and “B” boats, which finished 
in 10:20 and 10:26 respectively. The 
men’s “B” boat placed fifth with a time 
of 11:23. 
In the women’s race, the “A” and “C” 
boats snatched first and second places 
while the “B” and “D” boats took fifth 
and sixth respectively. The “C” boat is 
comprised of all first-years, but its mem¬ 
bers' prior experience rowing in high 
school played a crucial part in their suc¬ 
cess this fall season. 
Most recently, on Saturday, Nov. 
6th, the men’s team competed in the 
Green Monster Regatta. Bates sent just 
one men’s crew to the event: The Frosh 
Men’s Eight. The crew finished sixth out 
of 21 teams. This finish was impressive 
given the fact that the Bobcats were 
competing in what Bates Rowing Coach 
Peter Steenstra characterized as a “large¬ 
ly Ivy League field.” 
If the fall is any indication, both 
the men's and women’s rowing teams 
are in for a fantastic spring season. The 
women will look to finally topple rival 
Williams, who has ousted them from 
the national championship title the past 
two years. The men will try to improve 
on their sixth-place finish in the Petite 
Final at the ECAC Rowing Champion¬ 
ships last year. 
Without 
top seven 
runners, 
women’s 
XC still 
excels 
NORA HANAGAN 
STAFF WRITER 
* 
Despite holding out their top seven 
runners, the Bobcats still ran their way 
to a solid 9th place out of 39 teams at 
the Eastern College Athletic Confer¬ 
ence (ECAC) Division III Cross Coun¬ 
try Championships in Rhode Island this 
Saturday, Nov. 6th. 
The Bobcat’s 298 points put them 
just shy of 8th place Wesleyan who fin¬ 
ished with 292 points, but well ahead 
of the last team in the top 10, Univer¬ 
sity of New England, who finished with 
391 points. The top three places in the 
women’s division were fellow NESCAC 
teams, Middlebury, Amherst and Wil¬ 
liams. NESCAC teams filled seven of the 
top 10 spots, showing just how compet¬ 
itive the NESCAC league is. 
The first Bobcat to finish was 
sophomore Winnie Chelangat whose 
time of 24:09.68 put her at an impres¬ 
sive 31st place out of 276 competitors. 
Also finishing in the top 100 were Mira 
Carey-Hatch ’14 with a time of 24:44.44, 
who was coming off an injury, co¬ 
captain Alex Alberto ’ll, who finished 
in 24:46.69, sophomore Lisa Reedich 
in 25:01.42 and Alex Steverson ’ll in 
25:54.58. 
Rounding out the top seven scorers 
for Bates were seniors Rebecca Dugan 
who finished the course in 26:14.20 and 
Liz Rowley in a time of 26:55.76. 
Next weekend, Bates’ top runners 
will be back in action as they head 
to the NCAA New England Regional 
Championships hosted by Williams Col¬ 
lege on Saturday, Nov. 13th. 
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The senior field hockey goalkeeper had a fan¬ 
tastic season, leading all NESCAC goalies with 180 
saves and recording a NESCAC-high 12 saves per 
game. McEnroe was rewarded for her hard work 
by the NFCHA with an invitation to the NFCHA 
Dill Senior Game in Virginia, an all-star game to 
which only 37 Dill players are invited. 
Greatly improved: Men’s soccer 
earns two NESCAC victories in 2010 
CAROLINE O'SULLIVAN 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
The Bates men’s soccer team 
wrapped up its season last weekend 
with a loss to Bowdoin in the quarter¬ 
final round of the NESCAC tournament. 
The Bobcats finished with an overall 
record of 5-9-1, a slight improvement 
from last year’s 3-9-2. In NESCAC play, 
the team’s record was 2-6-1, also an im¬ 
provement from last season’s 0-8-1 re¬ 
cord. 
Many of the wins this season were 
due to the excellent offensive effort by 
Captain Pat Jackson ’ll. Jackson led 
the team in goals scored with six. John 
Murphy ’13 and Tyler Grees ’14 each 
scored three goals on the season. Mur¬ 
phy also led the team in assists with 
four, followed by Jackson, who had 
three, and Tyler Dewdney ’ll and Tyler 
Mehegan ’ll with two apiece. 
The highlight of the season came 
just a few weeks ago when Bates trav¬ 
elled to Middlebury. At the time, Mid¬ 
dlebury was ranked no. 5 nationally, but 
Bates was able to pull off a 1-0 upset 
on the Panthers’ turf. Murphy scored 
the lone goal of the day, unassisted, at 
the end of the first half, and the Bates 
defense was able to stave off the Mid¬ 
dlebury offense to hold on to the lead. 
The victory against Middlebury was the 
second NESCAC win for the Bobcats. 
Stuck in a three-way tie with Con¬ 
necticut College and Trinity with one 
game left to play, Bates lost to Colby 
College, but still earned the eighth and 
final seed in the NESCAC tournament. 
Bates was unable to advance past the 
first round, losing 5-2 to Bowdoin. 
With a dramatic finish to this season, 
the men’s soccer team looks forward to 
the next, but the seven graduating se¬ 
nior members of the squad Dae Ro Lee, 
Tim Molnar, Patrick Jackson, Dustin Di- 
Gregorio, Chris LaBrecque, Tyler Dewd¬ 
ney and Tyler Mehegan, will be difficult 
to replace. 
Wake up call: what Bates athletes need to know about 
The Bates Student’s sports coverage 
PAUL LOMBARDI 
MANAGING SPORTS 
EDITOR 
In the last several 
weeks, criticism of the 
newspapers coverage 
of Bates sports has in¬ 
creased. While some backlash is ex¬ 
pected, tensions boiled over this week 
with members of two different Bates 
sports teams heavily criticizing individ¬ 
ual writers about the portrayal of their 
respective teams. In light of these recent 
events, I think it is necessary to discuss 
the role that our college newspaper 
plays in Bates athletics. Additionally, it 
is important to squash any and all ru¬ 
mors about the Bates Student either fa¬ 
voring or purposefully providing nega¬ 
tive treatment towards certain teams on 
campus. 
In last week’s issue, members of 
one Bates team took offense to the use 
of the term “luck” in describing an up¬ 
set victory over a No. 1 seeded team. 
Rather than write a letter to the editor 
or express their discontent to me or 
other editors of the paper, these team 
members chose to verbally attack the 
author of the apparentiy controversial 
piece. This author was told that the 
use of the word “luck” unfairly por¬ 
trayed how hard the team worked and 
that they didn’t ever want the author to 
cover this sport again. While this type 
of attack is immature enough, the mem¬ 
bers of the team didn’t even say it to the 
author’s face, they instead badmouthed 
the writer behind her back. Members of 
this team were later overheard criticiz¬ 
ing the individual further, claiming that 
she should participate in a ‘real’ sport 
and not Track & Field. 
This type of spiteful behavior 
against an individual is appalling and 
absolutely unacceptable. If any team 
or its members have a problem with an 
article, attacking the author personally 
is an immature, disrespectful and of¬ 
fensive means of addressing their objec¬ 
tions. It saddens me that some of the 
members of this team would stoop to 
this childish level rather than approach 
it like sensible adults by contacting the 
Editor-in-Chief, Deputy Editor-in-Chief 
or a managing editor. There are accept¬ 
ed ways for addressing these types of 
grievances and personally attacking an 
innocent writer is not one of them. 
This example highlights just how 
far removed some athletes are from the 
people who write about them. Writ¬ 
ers put hours of voluntary work into 
covering these teams, often without 
much public recognition, to help keep 
the Bates community informed about 
Bobcat athletics. When teams play off 
campus, these hardworking writers are 
forced to rely on information and statis¬ 
tics compiled by the NESCAC Web site 
and/or from individual accounts from 
Bates players. In this particular case, the 
writer reached out to players on several 
occasions but received no help. 
While athletes are not responsible 
for helping these writers collect infor¬ 
mation, they certainly don’t have the 
right to verbally attack them when 
they put their own time, energy and 
research into covering these teams. In 
many ways, athletes should be grateful 
that there are other students willing to 
work hard to showcase Bates sports to 
a larger audience. 
Saying this team had luck on its side 
was a completely accurate portrayal, 
given the unlikely outcome of the game 
and the way in which this game actually 
ended. This is the opinion of the writer, 
myself and the Editor-in-Chief of the 
Bates Student. It’s highly unfortunate 
that some members of the team saw it 
in another light, and I challenge those 
particular players to focus on their own 
weaknesses before attacking a fact that 
they feel threatened by. 
In a separate example of backlash 
from Bates athletes, the football team 
provides us with a representation of 
the disconnect that exists between a 
team, the student body, the newspaper 
and the community. Some members of 
the football team voiced frustration and 
anger about last week’s “Bates Digitz,” 
which featured statistical evidence 
of both the team’s recent and historic 
struggles. Meanwhile, many students, 
both Bates athletes and those who don’t 
participate in sports, attacked the paper 
for favoring the football team with a 
generous first-page article and picture. 
Some football players believe the 
newspaper unfairly portrays the team 
and negatively affects its reputation, 
while others contend that the paper 
wastes too much space covering this 
perennial loser. How does the Bates 
Student reconcile these contradictory 
opinions? Whose side is the newspaper 
on? 
The reality is that the paper is not 
on anyone’s side. We do not favor foot¬ 
ball nor do we provide less or more 
coverage for a team depending on its 
successes or failures. We attempt to 
cover all sports equally. Where articles 
are placed, what pictures are used and 
even what gets covered comes down to 
resources. The newspaper relies heav¬ 
ily on the work of unpaid students who 
have many other commitments and re¬ 
sponsibilities to take care of. Without 
them, the Bates community wouldn’t 
have a newspaper every week. 
If you don’t see a photo with a 
sports article, 99 percent of the time 
it is because a student photographer 
couldn’t make it to a game or because 
no one volunteered to do so. It has 
absolutely nothing to do with favoring 
one .team over another. The same thing 
goes for which sports are covered. Ev¬ 
ery week, we make a concerted effort to 
cover all Bates varsity sports and several 
club sports. The reality, however, is that 
there aren’t enough student writers to 
report on every sport each week. 
In terms of placement of articles on 
the page, it comes down to fitting ar¬ 
ticles with different lengths on to a con¬ 
stricted rectangular page. While during 
the layout process we do try to award 
that week’s better performing teams 
with the best placement, it’s not always 
possible given length and space con¬ 
straints. 
Some Bates athletes don’t seem to 
realize this or were never aware of the 
inner workings of the newspaper, but 
just to be clear again: It is neither favor¬ 
itism nor bias that influences the place¬ 
ment of articles, the use of photos, or 
what gets covered; it is instead a matter 
of logistics. 
Ultimately, Bates student athletes 
need to be conscious of the reality of 
a college newspaper’s resources. We do 
our best to keep the Bates community 
informed of all athletics on campus, 
and while a team or its members may 
feel slighted, the staff and writers of the 
newspaper do their absolute best to en¬ 
sure that Bates athletics are accurately 
depicted and covered every week. 
Furthermore, it should be under¬ 
stood that personal attacks on individual 
writers are unacceptable and never the 
proper recourse when a team feels un¬ 
fairly treated. There are mature ways of 
addressing your complaints, and I hope 
all are now aware of that. You may feel 
like your participation in a sport is more 
important than the people who volun¬ 
teer their time and energy towards sup¬ 
porting you, but it isn’t. To those of you 
who have attacked individual writers, 
you should be ashamed of yourselves. 
Unlike in your particular sport, luck will 
not always be on your side. I suggest 
you think before you act and show a 
little respect for your fellow students. 
In the end, the newspaper should 
have the best possible relationship with 
members of all sports teams on campus. 
It is my hope that this can be achieved 
in the future through more respect, un¬ 
derstanding and maturity on both sides 
of the table. 
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Luck runs out: women’s soccer’s 
impressive run comes to an end in 
NESCAC Semi-Finals 
JENNA OANNIS 
STAFF WRITER 
After knocking off No. 1 seeded 
Tufts last weekend in the first round of 
NESCAC post-season play, the women’s 
soccer team earned a spot in the NE¬ 
SCAC semifinals and travelled to play 
second seeded Amherst College on Sat¬ 
urday, Nov. 6th. Despite a goal from the 
team’s leading scorer, junior Tina Tobin, 
and nine saves from goalkeepers Annie 
Burns 12 and Anabel Schmelz 14, the 
Bobcats were not able to hold off the 
Lord Jeffs, who eventually earned a 4-1 
victory over Bates. 
Amherst came out looking to de¬ 
fend its seeding, knowing that the Bates 
women’s soccer team has a knack for 
upsets. This year the Bobcats have de¬ 
feated nationally ranked teams, includ¬ 
ing No. 9 Williams College, and also 
knocked the No. 1 NESCAC seed, Tufts 
University, out of post-season confer¬ 
ence play last weekend in a thrilling 
game that was determined by penalty 
kicks. 
Determined to prevent another up¬ 
set victory for the Bobcats, the Lord 
Jeffs managed to slip a ball past Burns, 
just five minutes into the game. A wet 
field made the first half of play difficult, 
especially for the goalkeepers on both 
teams. Amherst was able to score its 
second goal of the game 30 minutes 
into the first half, which gave Amherst a 
2-0 lead going into the half. 
The Bobcats refused to let Amherst 
continue its shut out streak against 
Bates (the two teams tied 0-0 when they 
played on Sept. 12th), and rallied after 
halftime. Following some offensive 
pressure and strong play up and down 
PHOTO COURTESY/BILL VANDEVENTER 
Amanda Sirianni ’12 fights for the ball in Bates’ 4-1 NESCAC Semi-Final’s loss to Amherst. 
the field, junior Alix Vandeventer was 
able to find Tobin, who went one-on- 
one with the Amherst goalkeeper and 
found the back of the net. This was the 
fifth time Tobin and Vandeventer had 
connected for goals this season. The 
tally gave Tobin the team lead in goals 
with five, and Vandeventer the lead in 
assists with five. 
Amherst proved its ranking in the 
last part of the second half, scoring two 
goals in just under a minute. The Bob¬ 
cats had other offensive opportunities 
during the second frame but were not 
able to capitalize on them. Amherst 
outshot the Bobcats 26-5 and had four 
corner kicks to Bates’ two. The Amherst 
goalkeeper recorded three saves for the 
Lord Jeffs. Burns and Schmelz recorded 
five saves and four saves for the Bob¬ 
cats, respectively. 
“Going into yesterday’s game, we 
felt confident that we could win, and 
knew that the NESCAC title would go to 
any of the four remaining teams. Even 
though the [team] was down early, we 
were still in the game, which is evident 
from the goal scored in the beginning of 
the second half. Unfortunately, Amherst 
was the better team on Saturday,” said 
Tobin after the game. 
The women’s soccer team closes its 
season with an overall record of 6-8-2 
and an impressive run in the NESCAC 
Championships. The women’s soccer 
team was the only Bates team to make 
it to the semifinals of the NESCAC post¬ 
season tournament this fall. The Bob¬ 
cats end their season with high hopes 
for next fall. The team graduates only 
one senior, Captain Meredith Poore. 
Poore has made a significant impact 
on the Bates midfield during her col¬ 
legiate athletic career. She believes that 
her findl season at Bates is one to re¬ 
member: “The team started out the sea¬ 
son with a goal of making the NESCAC 
tournament and surpassed it. The game 
against Tufts will forever be my great¬ 
est sports memory because we won the 
game as a team, and I will never forget 
the hard work that every person on the 
team put into that victory,” she said. 
However, the team’s success can 
also be accredited to its great dynam¬ 
ics. Poore said that she “couldn’t have 
asked for a better group of girls to have 
as teammates and [that] they made this 
season my best one.” 
NESCAC 
STANDINGS 
Men s Soccer 
Team 
Bowdoin 
Williams 
Middlebury 
Amherst 
Colby 
Tufts 
Wesleyan 
Bates 
Conn. 
Trinity 
Women's Soccer 
Team 
Tufts 
Amherst 
Williams 
Trinity 
Middlebury 
Wesleyan 
Bowdoin 
Bates 
Conn. 
Colby 
Field Hockey 
Team 
Tufts 
Bowdoin 
Middlebury 
Amherst 
Wesleyan 
Trinity 
Conn. 
Bates 
Williams 
Colby 
Team 
Amherst 
Middlebury 
Bowdoin 
Tufts 
Conn. 
Williams 
Trinity 
Wesleyan 
Bates 
Hamilton 
Colb 
Volleyball 
Overall 
24-3 
24-5 
18-11 
22-10 
19-7 1 
Football 
Team 
Williams 
Amherst 
Trinity 
Colby 
Wesleyan 
Middlebury 
Bowdoin 
Bates 
Hamilton 
Tufts 
Overall 
7-0 
Football drops fifth 
straight game, falls to 
1-6 for the season 
Men’s 
XC runs 
to fifth 
in ECACs 
at Colt 
State 
Park 
JENNA OANNIS 
STAFF WRITER 
Even though the Bobcats didn’t 
compete with their top runners, the 
men’s cross country team once again 
proved its depth by placing fifth out of 
44 teams at the Eastern College Athletic 
Conference (ECAC) Division III Cross 
Country Championships on Saturday, 
Nov. 6th. 
The No. 31 nationally ranked men’s 
cross country team was paced by se¬ 
nior Peter Gurney, who placed seventh 
overall out of 300 competitors with a 
time of 26:23-87. Gurney was followed 
by first-year Mike Martin, who finished 
the eight-kilometer course in 26:42.66, 
earning 15th place. Both Gurney and 
Martin secured spots on the All-ECAC 
team for finishing in the top 15 runners. 
The Bobcats’ next three runners all 
finished in the top 100, two of whom 
placed in the top 30. A strong perfor¬ 
mance from sophomore Ken Whitney, 
who finished the course in 26:56.78, 
earned him an impressive 22nd place. 
Sophomore Graham Pearsall trailed 
Whitney by only four seconds with a 
time of 27:01.35, placing him at 24th. 
Senior Ben Taska was the fifth Bobcat 
runner to finish, coming in 87th place 
overall. Sophomores James Epstein and 
James LePage rounded out the Bobcat 
-scoring, placing 141st and 177th respec¬ 
tively. 
The Bobcats look to continue their 
succeS^gftext weekend when they travel 
to Williams College to compete in the 
NCAA New England Regional Champi¬ 
onship on Saturday, Nov. 13th. 
WILL BURCHFIELD 
STAFF WRITER 
If there was ever a game to define 
the football season for Bates, Saturday’s 
21-20 loss at Bowdoin would be it. Af¬ 
ter falling to Colby 10-6 in heartbreak¬ 
ing fashion just a week ago, it would 
seem the agony of defeat could grow 
no heavier. But after a 27 yard field goal 
attempt rang off the left upright in the 
game’s dying seconds on the afternoon 
of Saturday, Nov. 6th, frustration, disap¬ 
pointment, and bitter anguish reached 
a new level. 
It was a game of missed opportu¬ 
nities for Bates, and perhaps a season 
of the like as well, which is a theme 
that has often left the Bobcats with vi¬ 
sions of what could have been. Despite 
the harrowing results over the past four 
weeks, Bates can only accept the past 
and press on in hopes of rewriting the 
future next weekend against Hamilton. 
The game started well for the Bob¬ 
cats, stymying Bowdoin on its first drive 
of the game and then scoring on the 
very next possession. Taking the field 
at their own 31 after Bowdoin failed 
to convert on 4th and 3, the Bates of¬ 
fense immediately went to work on the 
Polar Bear defense, driving 69 yards 
in dynamic fashion for the game’s first 
touchdown. The drive began with an 
11 yard completion to John Squires ’12 
and ended in similar style when Trevor 
Smith ’13 hooked up with his star re¬ 
ceiver again, this time on 4th and 17 
for a 25 yard scoring strike. Squires was 
up to his old tricks Saturday, hauling in 
four catches for 58 yards and two touch¬ 
downs. 
Bowdoin however, was quick to 
respond, cutting the Bates lead to one 
just 3:46 later with an impressive pass¬ 
ing attack of its own. Quarterback 
Grant White threw for 64 yards on 
four attempts, the highlight being a 35 
yard touchdown connection to receiver 
Brendan Garner, who went in nearly 
untouched down the right sideline. A 
blocked extra point left the score at 7-6 
after the first quarter. 
With the offense in a groove, Bates 
pushed its lead to eight in the early 
stages of the second quarter. Featuring a 
more dual-dimensional attack, the Bob¬ 
cats drove down the field with an artis¬ 
tic blend of passing and rushing plays. 
The key moment came when Smith 
found senior receiver Evan Tierney for 
a 31 yard gain down to the Bowdoin 12. 
One play later, senior back and touch¬ 
down machine Jarred Jammal ’ll dove 
in from one yard out to widen the lead 
to 14-6. It was another solid afternoon 
for Jammal who led all Bates rushers 
with 56 yards on 13 carries. 
It looked as though Bates would 
take this eight point cushion into the 
locker room at halftime, but a late turn¬ 
over would allow Bowdoin to creep 
six points closer. Content with running 
out the clock with just over a minute 
remaining in the first half, the offense 
kept the ball on the ground, but unfor¬ 
tunately, not in their own hands. On 
2nd and 5, Smith was stripped by defen¬ 
sive tackle Dominic Ridgard, and sud¬ 
denly the Bowdoin offense was back 
on the field inside the Bates 30 with 35 
seconds still to go. Quarterback Thom¬ 
as Romero promptly took advantage of 
Smith’s mistake, hooking up with Gar¬ 
ner from 10 yards out on the fourth play 
of the drive to narrow the deficit from 
eight points to a far more manageable 
two. Garner was certainly the star of the 
game, finishing with six receptions for 
114 yards and two touchdowns. 
Smith’s costly turnover was simply a 
sign of things to come for the Bobcats, 
as two third quarter turnovers would 
lead to two Bowdoin scores. On the 
offense’s first possession of the second 
half, Smith was intercepted at the Bates 
30, and once again Bowdoin took over 
with superb starting field position. Af¬ 
ter a personal foul on Bates pushed the 
Polar Bears 13 yards closer to the go- 
ahead touchdown, running back Kevin 
Miao rushed five yards for the score just 
one play later. Bowdoin would have the 
extra point blocked for the third time 
that afternoon, but Miao’s five yard dash 
was enough to give Bowdoin the 18-14 
lead. 
The Bobcats were surely commit¬ 
ted to taking care of the ball on offense, 
but there were times Saturday afternoon 
when one might have been convinced 
otherwise. Just five minutes after relin¬ 
quishing its lead, Bates turned the ball 
over again when Ryan Katon T2 fum¬ 
bled at his own 25 and Polar Bear Ian 
Vieira, already with a interception to 
his name, recovered the football at the 
Bates 27. This time the Bobcat defense 
would force a field goal attempt, which 
kicker Bill Donahue drilled from 22 
yards out to extend the Bowdoin lead 
to 21-14. 
Suddenly seven points down, the 
Bates offense found their grove again 
midway through the fourth quarter. A 
high snap from the Bowdoin center on 
a punt gave the Bobcats the ball at the 
Polar Bear 11, and Katon would imme¬ 
diately redeem his prior error, tossing a 
fade to Squires who hauled in the lofted 
pass in the back left corner of the en- 
dzone. Gavin Segall-Abrams ’ll missed 
the PAT to tie the score, but the Bobcats 
were showing signs of life with 9:34 to 
go- 
As they have all year, the Bob¬ 
cats turned to their defense to keep 
the game alive and found an unlikely 
hero in first-year Andrew Kukesh who 
picked off Romero at the Bates 32 with 
a little under seven minutes remain¬ 
ing. And so, the offense took the field 
in the same situation as in many weeks 
past: trailing in a one-possession game, 
needing points to win. Again featuring 
Katon under center, the Bobcats orches¬ 
trated a textbook 17-play, 58 yard drive 
to set up the potential game-winning 
field goal with 51 seconds left on the 
clock. As Segall-Abrams took the field 
with the game on his leg, Bates was just 
three points away from a gutsy road vic¬ 
tory over rival Bowdoin. To the despair 
of the visitors, Segall-Abrams was just 
inches off, the resounding clank of the 
football off the upright encapsulating so 
much of this season’s heartache. 
The Bobcats have one final chance 
to turn their luck around when they 
host Hamilton next weekend on Gar- 
celon Field. As the seniors put on the 
Black and Red for the final time, the 
stands at Garcelon should be packed as 
the Bobcats continue to seek the first 
Bates victory on the new turf field. 
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